solitary confinement and prison mail censorship, his case was kept in
obscurity and it was not until he was one of the "Marion Brothers,” a group
of prisoners wha became well known as they struggled against the first : -

Control Unit at Marion Federal Penitentiary, that his case became a public ‘ e P'o 'es s. ’ e
concern. Ervin's own legal challenges and an international campaign ' N . | -
eventually led to his release from prison after 15 years of incarceration. :

After his release in 1984, Ervin retumed to Chattanooga, where for N -
over ten years, he remained active with the Concerned Citizens for Justice, ant atl on -

a local civil rights group, fighting police brutality and organizing against the _—_— o - N

Ku Klux Klan. In 1987 Ervin helped organize a major mobilization against R - l - - .

the Klan that resuited in the Klan being run out of town. Also in 1987, Ervin 49 ) n & J

was primarily responsible for the filing of a major civil rights lawsuit that . ac.ls nSIde Whlte Radlcal
successfully forced the city of Chattanooga to change its structure of - -
govemance on the basis that it systematically disempowered the Black soclal Change ol’ganlzatlons
community. -

In retaliation for his activism, the white power structure has sought to
frame Ervin up on many charges, one being his arrest on misdemeanor
charges in the "Chattanooga 8" case for disruption of a sidewalk ‘memorial’
by local police. In that case, Ervin was arrested with sevetal other activists
in the Ad Hoc Coalition Against Racism and Police Brutality (which
succeeded the Concerned Citizens for Justice) for his participation in a
demanstration against the faiture of a grand jury to bring any criminal
charges against policemen who choked a Black motorist, Larry Pawell, to
death in February 1993.

Again, in 1998, the state disruption law was used to arrest Ervin and
two of his comiades in the BANCC Copwatch group in Chattanocga, who
tried to speak out at City Hall against police brutality in the wake of the
shooting death of two young Black men. Ervin and the others were singled
out from among 200 people, were beaten and charged and then sentenced
to misdemeanor prison sentences {suspenced, because of the international
Chattanooga 3 campaign, which also forced the government to drop felony
charges against Lorenzo).

Now living in Memphis, Tennessee, Ervin works with the newly
formed Anarchist Black Cross Committee on Racism and Mass
imprisonment based in Memphis, TN., and the Poor Peoples Survival
Movement. He has traveled all over the world teaching community
organizing techniques, Anarchist political theory and building campaigns
against racism and police brutality, and for the human rights of prisoners.
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Internal Racism: the example of Anarchism.

Plantation Politics and the Left

Who Said You Were an Anti-Racist Ally?

Musions of the Left and Liberals: But I'm an Anarchist, Communist,
Socialist, or Liberal Progressive, and cannot possibly be a racist.
Pacifism as defeatism: Class snobbery by white middle class groups.
Peaie and Justice Centers are one hell of place for Peoples of Color to
work.

House niggers of the Left. .

The white Left are afraid of white workers going over to fascism, but...
Occupy Wall Street, and Internal Racism Run Amok.

The Total Uselessness of anti-racist conscionsness raising.

What should I do about internal racism in my organization?

Introducton:
Contradictions of Race and Class in the Struggle

‘;j 1 first started writing about internal or institutional racism in
ragdical social change movement circles when I wrote the second
edition of my book, “Anarchism and the Black Revolution” in 1994.
That book reflected my frustrations in dealing with an almost all-
white Anarchist social movement that I have been identified with for
owver 40 years now. I have never accepted this internal racism as the
way it has to be, and have always been a critic and thorn in the side of
the Anarchist movement. Yet, they have never attempted to bring
Peoples of Color into full participation or give them an equal voice in
the movement, nor raise the issues affecting ther and their peoples,
which is drastically different from the white middle class’agenda, or
of white radicals generally. Since racism has to be overthrown,
instead of voluntarily changed by the white leadership, there isno
chance to reform these movements in most instances. They are
corrupt, as well as racist, but they are stronger than other groups
because they have corporate grant money at their disposal.

_ Even so, it isimportant for ant-racist/anti-colonial activists to
continue trying to dismantle racism inside these movements or
organizations, and failing that, to dismantle the groups themselves entirely.
if allowed to continue, they do more harm than good. Activists must
recognize the damage of internal racism, the politics which support it, and
how to deal with it, and then act swifily and forcefully, sometimes even
mathlessly. ‘

_ The truth is that most white activists who call themselves “anti-racist
radicals” cannot bring themselves to adopt the needed cold-blooded
efficiency and serious commitment that the task may require. They are
lured away from their task by friendships with other white people in the
group, their fear of being excluded or shunned, lack of commitment to the
struggl_e, lack of consistent support of peoples of color, and compromising
or selling out to their own deep-seated racism and political opportunism.
Somewhere in the back of their minds are self-doubts: “things can’t be this
bad {!]", “we do try to help some people[!1”, “these are good people I know
here, they could not possibly be all be racist”, or “they just need a little
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oppression of their peoples, fight for our liberation. The only issue is if
white radicals will be allies or enemies. 3 7

End
About the Author

A Short Biography of Lorenzo Komboa Ervin

Lorenzo Komboa Ervin was bom and raised in Chattanooga,
Tennessee in 1947; what he calis the "...segregated South..." was an
environment of violence, racism, poverty and rejection. A youth street gang
member, Ervin joined the NAACP youth group when he was 12 years old
and took part in the 1960 sit-in protests which changed racial discrimination
in public accommodations in the city. After being drafted and after serving
two years in the U.S. Army, (where he was a Vietnam anti-war organizer
and was court-martialed), he joined the.Student Non-violent Coordinating
Committee in 1967 shortly before it merged {temporarily) with the more

militant Black Panther Party. _
'In the wake of the urban Black rebellions that rocked the U.S. after

the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. in the Spring of 1968, an
attempt was made to frame Ervin on weapons charges and for planning to
kill a local Klan leader. To escape prosecution in these charges Ervin
hijacked a plane to Cuba in February 1969. It was while in Cuba and later
in the then-Republic of Czechoslovakia, that he first became disillusioned
with state socialism, recognizing it as dictatorship, period, not the
“dictatorship of the proletariat’ as various Communist governments
claimed. In Prague (the Czechoslovak capital), Ervin was betrayed to LU.S.
officials by pro-CIA etements left over from the Dubcek regime shortly after
the Soviet invasion of the country.

Briefly captured and held at the American Consulate, he fled to East
Berlin where he was kidnapped by a special team of American and West
German special agents sent to recapture him. He was drugged and
tortured during interrogation in the basement of the U.S. Consulate for
almost a week and after almost dying from this mistreatment, he was
ilegally brought back to the U.S. where it was falsely announced by the
State department and the FBI in a press conference that ho had "turned
himseif in" at JFK airport.

After a farce of a trial in a small town in Georgia, where he faced the
death pendity before an all-white judge, jury, prosecutor and defense
attorneys (the latter appointed by the court), he was sentenced to the rest

-of his fife in prison, two life terms. Ervin remained politically active in prison
" where he was first introduced ta the ideals of Anarchism in the late 1970s.

-He read many books on the subject sent by prison book clubs and the
" Anarchist Black Crass, an international prisoner support movement,

- adopted his case. Aisa in prison, Ervin wrote several Anarchist pamphlets
_ that are probably the most widely read writings on anarchism and the Black
:* liberation movement. Anarchism and the Black Revolution is stili popular
.. and has gone through several printings.

He was also involved in many prison struggles, the early 1970s
prison union organizing campaigns and the Black prisoner movement of
that period. He also became part of the National Lawyers Guild’s Jailhouse
Lawyer Program, and brought a number of lawsuits over prison conditions,
and the democratic and human rights of prisoners. Because of years of




Conclusion:

The Struggles of Peoples of Color and their hostile relationship
with the state is the Revolution, not white radicalism. 38

Most white radicals believe that it is their struggles and the resistance
of white workers for better wages and against capitalism, which is really the
force for revolution. This however, is false consciousness, they may be
exploited workers, but they are not oppressed as a people and kept as a
captive internal colony of the white government. Their struggles have been
primarily around industrial trade unions as a force for radical change, (or
so they believe), now it seems to be around a number of cultural and
economic movements that primarily effect white middle class workers. The
truth is the white working class fights for accumulation of resources and
wages at the expense of workers of color. They have stood behind almost
every discriminatory and oppressive policy of the labor movement and the
government. It is only because of the Civil Rights movement of the 1060's
that this began to change.

Even so, they never supported Black radical labor unions in the
automobile plants in Detroit and other cities during the 1960’s and early
1970’s, [and gave very little support to Chicano-Mexicano field workers in
the agribusiness industry in the Southwest]. It was those autonomous
Black-led unions that actually represented the Black workers and all
- workers in those plants, where the UAW conspired with the auto companies
to protect a white job trust that engaged in racial diserimination, while
zeroing in on Black workers for the worst forms of repression and
harassment. The white Left built no strong support movement for them,
and stood by and passively watched them get destroyed, just as they had
done with the Black Panther Party, when it was being smashed by
COINTELPRO.

Since slavery, it has been the Black/POC workers whose forced and
exploited labor have built the United States, not white workers [with very
few exceptions]. They have certainly caught the most hell, which continues
to this day, they have depression levels of unemployment and poverty, 2-3
times that of whites. They are suffering more from being driven to crimes of
survival due to the economy, and thus more imprisonment, up to 10 times
more than that of white people. In fact, every leading economic and social
indicator show that it is Black, Native, and Hispanic workers suffering more
than any others in this society, not white people. This goes all the way back
to racial slavery, land theft, colonial, and genocide of the natives.

So, that historical and political contradiction between North
American Blacks/POC/Indigenous is what is propelling the conflict
between them and the governiment today. They are forced to fight just to
" survive, and they live under the most dismal circumstances, whether an
inner city ghetto, a barrio, or reservation. They are an internal colony of the
white government. Because white people do not have such 2 contradiction,
theirs is a purely a class contradiction.

They are not a vangunard revolutionary force, and are incapable on
their own to lead a revolution to free everyone. In fact, if we look at the
internal contradictions of a movement like Occupy Wall Street, we see that
they can only put forward a middle class pacifist line, which does not unite
with POC liberation struggles.

Once again, the oppressed peoples of color under this system will rise
up and radicalize the entire society around their demands, and the

sensitivity tralning”. I'have devoted a chapter to that last thought about

‘“anti-racist sensitivity and consciousness raising”, which I consider a total

fraud that never challenges white racism inside these rganizati i
society T Z inside organizations or in

I cannot honestly say that white radicals will make changes in their 3
organizations or themselves, but I can say that if they do not, peoples of
color m}l soon rise up in a mass rebellion or revolution against the
oppressive conditions they live under, and overthrow not only the capitalist
state, !)ut .all of their collaborators, including the white-led nonprofit
organizations and radical reform movements that receive corporate money
and uphold the entire system of white wealth. -

I give whitg radicals the tools to work with, a theoretica] framework,
and some analysis of racial oppression. I cannot, however, make them take
the steps to actually use in dismantling racism inside radical movements. 1
just tell them that their lip service and feeble attempts to this pointare
unacceptable, and ope day it will all be taken out of their hands. So they had
better act now, or they will find themselves on the wrong side, when these
decisive battles take place.

Lorenzo Komboa Ervin
October 2011

internal Racism: The example of Anarchism

Anarchism is probably the largest white radical tendency on the Left
taduy, uwing to its ties to punk rock music, and other white youth cultural
trcr.lds. 50 it serves as a perfect example of internal racism in the radical
sc»_cml change movements generally, but I point out that this variations of
this same kind of racism happens inside all white Left tendencies. As I have
stated, I have been a member of the Anarchist movement for over 40 years
but even so, there are some doctrinaire groups on the Anarchist scene, wh(;
actually refuse to accept myself and other Anarchists of color as being
“legitimate.” It is as if there is an Anarchist “membership card” and since
we can't produce such a “card,” we should be barred at the door to the

club.‘i There are apparently Anarchist groups still doing this type of racial
exglu510n,‘ den}anding prospective members denounce Black, Chicano or
Asian nationalism to such an extent that they meet the group ideological
litmus test. Now, it’s important to point out they don’t demand ‘incoming
womien members denounce feminism or gay members denounce the Queer
Liberation Movement, nor whites to even denounce racism, but they want
to lay that burden on people of color sympathetic t¢ Anarchism. It is as
though they feel we are untrustworthy or politically unclean. Why else?
_ These people want to demand ideological conformity, to make those
incoming people of color toe the line. I believe they are threatened by the
idea of possibly large numbers of people of color joining the Anarchist
movement and especially by the idea they might create autonomons
tendgncres that would challenge white hegemony of the overall movement.
Predictably, there will those among them who will rise up in mock alarm at
the very notion...”how dare yon say this?” “See there, he’s making trouble
again!” But I have seen it happen numerous times over the years and am
frankly sick of it. There is no use pretending there is no racism in the
Anarchist scene, or trying to discredit me for raising the issue. I have both
seen and experienced it myself.




¥ortunately, this white reaction is not the totality of the issue. It is hbt
all about batkward elements among the Anarchists and their feeble
attempts to control Pecple of Color by barring the door with a political
literacy test or even barring our right to speak at meetings. People of coler
will be a paxt of the Anarchist movement and are in the process of building
their own tendency. 1 do want to state my criticisms though, in this version
of the book.

1 have been accused of “worker-ism” in some of my writing and this
has been projected as “old school”. Well, most folks still do work for a
living, in contrast to the bohemian Anarchists, although I acknowledge

structural unemployment that has made millions of persons as a surplus

labor force. However, this does not mean they do not belong to a working
class. Further, even if it is weak numerically and its leadership is corrupt,
most folks consider it a good thing to join a union, especially at a bad
worlksite. I realize that the nature of the poor and working people have
changed and capitalism has gone on to new medes of production, some call
this a “capitalist transformation.” from industrialism to high-tech and I
agree, but this kas not obliterated class difference or done away with work
itself. Class contradictions between rich and poor, order-givers and order-
takers, workers and bosses remain. So, ! continue to talk about a labor
movement, workers and poor people in the present tense. They are real
people, not figments of my imagination.

Clearly, there will not be any future labor or community victories that
do not include Black and other non-white workers as a strategic force. Yet,
the white Left, including regreitably some groups of Anarcho-Syndicalists
and “Platformists,” still think that the white industrial workers are the
vanguard for the revolution and that workers of color should just wait on
them to move from their privileged positions. Now this is not just a matter
of semantics, 1 have actually had them very distinctly tell me this. Yet, it is
clear to me that they do not really understand how capitalism and white
supremacy operate in America.

Their theories were made for a time when white male workers
dominated industry and the work force. The face of the American working
class has changed however. For one thing there are more women working,
along with more racial minorities and foreign-born workers than ever
before. These workers of color are all subjected to cppression and
exploitation on the dual grounds of race and class and thus have to fight the
extra battles against racism and discrimination. They are in labor vinions,
but also constitute the largest number of unemployed, homeless and
underemployed and they are the largest number of unorganized workers.

1 remember some years ago having a critical discussion with some
white South African Anarchists, who put forth a political line of white
radical domination of the social chiange movement and the guestion crossed
my mind whether these people had even taken part in the anti-apartheid
struggle there, or just appeared as a tendency after the struggle was over.
Clearly they were part of the white settler class, at least ideologically. Now
they project themselves as revolutionary “leaders” and lecturers after Black
people there have shed bleod to overturn a system of racial oppression
which benefited a large segment of the white population.

This is similar to the situation in the United States; where on the scale
of things, white radicals and progressives played a miniscule role in the
Black civil rights movement. Yet theése white radical groups have revised
history as though they had been a part of everything, were in fact leaders
and ¢an now lecture everyone on their political failings.

do not organize for our own freedom, nobody else will. The oply
question is how many white people will unite with us in genuine class
unity, mutual aid, and with the same fervor for total change? 27

Declaring War on internal Racism inside white social

justice movements.

Both anti-racist whites and people of color activists alike must
“declare war”, or wage relentless struggle against internal racism, and make
it clear that it is totally intolerable, an enemy that must be overthrown.
Because neither individual anti-racist whites or peoples of color can
effectively wage a struggle against racism inside majority white
organizations, they must build a powerful internal “united front”, be it a
“Ja-¢olonization” society, anti-racist pressure group, semi-autonomous
POC network, or other movement. First, they have to educate themselves
and othérs they can get to work with them on the dynarnics of internal
racism, and be actively involved in countering ali acts of such racism.

This includes the racist denigration of POC and their racist exclusion,
but also a situation where the organization is refusing o raise the issues
effecting communities of color: record unemployment, mass imprisonment,
crippling poverty, infant mortality and other issues which effect those
communities much more thoronghly than whites. The whole question of
white privilege must be raised, but demystified as a class issue, not merely
xenophobia by individual whites, and the anti-racists and all in solidarity
with them, must struggle against it and take no prisoners. There should be
constant political education internally about the oppression of workers of
color, and that they are a social vangnard to radical change in North
America.

Revolutionary anti-racists are abolitionists, they wish to abolish
internal racism inside their own movements, but also national oppression
in the white society. They must take a hard line: not excuse or protect it by
flowery language, leniency, cronyism, or the rationale that it must be ended
in society before it can be stopped in white radical social movements -
themselves. Anyone engaged in racist behavior must be summarilv

dismissed from the group, farther the central demands of the entire
movement have to be constructed around the issues of structural racism,
white supremacy, and class super-exploitation of peoples of color. Racism
can make 4 fool or coward of those afraid to fight and destroy it, It can
literally destroy a movement on its own, and radical history is full of the
death of many such past coalitions.

Institutional racism inside:a revolutionary tendency, can lead to total
discredit of that movement, even with its lofty goals of solidarity or class
unity. 1t ¢an create enemies against it in the ranks of peoples of color, and
in other segments of the working class. It is not oo strong to say ghat most
white radical organizations simply don’t want to give up their racist
domination of the social change movement. They want to continue to
mislead white workers, and betray workers of color, as they have always
done. In order to make an authentic revolutionary movement, they must be
overthrown and defeated. We must kill these bogus movements off before
they do irreparable harm, and destroy all the radical social movements in
North America, especially those liberation movements led by peoples of

color.



organization, and it not, you must work to smash it, rather than let it

stay alive and continue to commit crimes against the people. 35

Sometimes that is the only thing to be done, and if it is, brace )
yourself and fight. What you cannot do is just gi\-re_ up, OF run away in
a cowardly fashion. It seems too many white activists do thlls first, and
take off without resolvine anv conflict. This kind of disgusting
performance does no one any good. You didn’t stand up, and you did
not have the courage of your convictions. You left the racist mess
intact, and played the role that the other whites in control expect out
of you, you surrendered to racism. They can smugly know that you
can't handle confrontation, and do not really support POC when it
comes down to it. It's just an act or mind game you play with yourseif
and others. It does not have to be this way at all, of course, in fact now
you have the chance to prove them all wrong. Fight racism and

colonialism!

Is Opportunism really the issue? No
condescending Saviors.

Besides just the current issues around Occupy Wall Street, the
white radical Left itself in this period is riddled with racism,'
opportunism, class treachery, and internal oppression(s) ‘whlch must
be recognized and smashed, if it is to be any force for radical change
of society. I went back and reviewed the stuff from my earlier book,
“Anarchism and the Black Revolution”, part of which is a critique of
internal racism and racist exclusion in Anarchism specifically, but
socialism generally, and it is pretty much the same criticisp:l Iam
making now against the “Occupy” tendency. 1 had done this as part of
the research for "The Politica! Flantation”.

Since we know this is a deep seated problem inside White
radical social justice organizations, this leads us to the unmistakable
conclusion that white Left-led tendencies cannot lead us to
revolution, just political reform benefiting themselves as a class
primarily. They are the Left wing of the white middle class, no matter
what rhetoric they use to describe themselves and their goals. The
OWS is a perfect example, but before that, the anti-globalization
movement, and even further back Socialist and Communist parties
have all succumbed to racism and white supremacy. More specifically,
it all raises this question: after a new society is created will it be
another unjust white-dominated one, with only political or economic
differences from the previous capitalist society, but still maintaining
white supremacy? )

After we have shed blood, sweat and tears in response to this
white-led revolutionary struggle, will Black/POCs have to fight all
over again for their own liberation, because we will have once again
been berrayed? We are not nghting to repiace one white master tor
another, nor to be put back into the ghetto, There is no way not to
conclude that we need a social revolution with Black/POC leadership
to desiroy this system entirely and thoroughly, leaving no traces of
racism or capitalism, rather than have the very classes and peoples
who have historically oppressed us in charge of our fate. I do not
believe or argue that white people are inherently evil, rather that if we

There s something very wrong here. These white middle-class so-
called “radicals,” who have never suffered, been oppressed, or been forced
to risk life and limb, need to learn to listen to those who have. They need to
recognize that they do not have all the answers and it is only because of
their white skin privilege that they can even articulate the political
dimensions of these social problems. They have analysis with paralysis. Y

This stracture of concentrated poverty and poverty in communities of
color is clearly racism, but the white radicals are mostly silent or missing in
action of the campaigns against it. We must demand that they stand up and

- join with the peoples of color. We say that this class coliaborationism with

the state and the boss class must be overcome before a successful campaign
against capitalism can be made a reality. Accordingly, we must end the
system of white skin privilege on the job and in'society. We.cannot leave it
to another day, or see it as a minor thing to be addressed later. History has
shown “later” never comes. " :

The white radicals claim it’s all about a mere division of Black and
POC awdy from them, as if working with white people is the linchpin of
ending racism. Yes, the bosses use this racial division to split the working
class and maintain control of the workforce, not just between Biack and
white, but between women and men, foreign born and citizens and so on.
But white workers, especially those in the Western -world, generally accept
this employment/societal racism and must resist the attempt to use one
section of the working class to help them advance, while holding back the
gains of ancther segment based or race or nationality.

This is how the capitalists subject workers of color to super-
exploitation; they work under the worst conditions for unequal pay. This
kind of class opportunism and capitulationism on the part of white labor
has historically prevented development of a2 united movement — not the
demands of workers of color, as many white radicals like to claim. White
racism must be directly confronted. There can be no defeat of the capitalist
system until the system of super-exploitation and world white supremacy is
brought to an end.

Of course, [ still believe that the unity of Black/POC and white
workers is indispensable to combat and overthrow the systiem of
Capitalism. But where white workers are now privileged and Black workers
are penalized in this society, Black and Latino unity and struggle must
precede and prepare the ground for any possible unity with white workers
on a broad scaie. Further, a movement has to be built to fight racism and
capitalistn now and not be afraid to challenge racism in the working class
communities themselves, Not some romantic white-led movement that
refuses to deal with these issues,

Many white radicals just foolishly think that Black people are eager to
work with whites, even after years of sellouts and racism. Well, some of
believe that these white activists must atone for their misdeeds in such past
coalitions and prove that they are a reliable force that won't sell out when
white workers’ interests are threatened. History does not record many
instances of white workers fighting to preserve the civil rights or the jobs of
workers of coler; I don't know of many strikes by white dominated unions
to stop the racist policy of “last fired and first fired.”

Even though “white racism hurts all workers” as they always cry in
thewr placards, the fact is that most white workers believe that they
currently have a better deal fighting for “white rights” and their higher
quality of life, than they do united with workers of color. So any movement




for broad social change, whether labor union, community group, or
whatever else, has to be ultimately a movement against racism and internal
colenialism, not just blind calls for “class unity”. Unity and autonomy have
to be the watchwords. ’ é

Plantation Politics and the Left.

The very means of class control by the rich is the least understood.
White supremacy is more than just a set of ideas or prejudices. It is national
oppression. Yet to most white people, the term conjures up images of the
Nazis or Ku Klux Klan rather than the system of white skin privileges that
really undergird the Capitalist system in the U.S. Most white people,
Anarchists and other radicals included, believe, in essence, Black people are
"the same" as whites and we should just fight around "common issues"
rather than deal with “"racial matters,” if they see any urgency in dealing
with the matter at all.

Some will not raise it in such a blunt fashion. They will say that "class
issues should take precedence,” but it means the same thing. They believe
it's possible to put off the struggle against white supremacy until after the
revolution, when in fact there will be no revolution if white supremacy is
not attacked and defeated first. They won't win a revolution in the U.S. until
they fight to improve the lot of Blacks and oppressed people who are being
deprived of their democratic rights, as well as being super-exploited as
workers, and enslaved as a people.

Almost from the very inception of the North American socialist
movement, the simple-minded économist position that all Black and white:
workers have to do to wage a revolution is to engage in a "common
(cconomic) struggle” has been used to avoid struggle against white
supremacy. In fact, the white left has always taken the chauvinist position
that since the white working class is the revolutionary vanguard anyway,
why worry about an issue that will "divide the class"? Historically
Anarchists have not even brought up the matter of “race politics,” as one
Anarchist referred to it the first time this pamphlet was published. Thisis a
total evasion of the issue.

The Capitalist bourgeoisie creates inequality as a way to divide and
rule over the entire working class, but it is much deeper than this. White
skin privilege is a form of domination by Capital over white labor as well as
oppressed nationality labor, not just providing material incentives to "buy
off" white workers and set them against Black and other oppressed workers.
This explains the general cbedience of white labor to Capitalism and the
State.

. The white working class does not see their better off condition as part
of the system of exploitation, but it is. After centuries of political and social
indoctrination, they feel their privileged position is both just and proper
and what is more, has been "earned.” They feel threatened by the social
gains of non-white workers, which is why they so vehemently opposed
affirmative action plans to benefit minorities in jobs and hiring and to
redress years of discrimination against them in employment settings. It is
also why white workers have opposed most civil rights legislation for
democratic rights.

' Yet, it is the day-to-day workings of white supremacy that we must
fight most vigorously. We cannot remain ignorant or indifferent to the
workings of race and class under this svstem. so that oppressed workers

Here are 10 tips to transform your white social justice movement or 35
center:

1. Never tolerate racism in any form. This includes racist jokes
among the whites, harassing POC, covering up racist )

* incidents [no matter how miniscule]. We cannot allm_v racist
culture to take over an arganization, it makes hypocrites of all
white activists in social justice and Left radical tendencies.
Such people have to be challenged and expelled from the
movement. )

2, Make sure all POC inside your organizations have a full voice,
and internal organization of their own, and assure them that
the anti-racist whites have got their back. )

3. Make sure that there is an independent anti-racist movement
inside the organization which can put maximum pressure on
the leaders of the organization to make major changes, or else
close down shop.

4. Never back away or withdraw from a racist group, you have
the absolute duty to stay and fight within a racist structure to
transform it, or smash it in the internal fight over racism. You
must organize others to work with you, both whites and POC,
and build a powerful caucus which can check the leaders and
racist members of the board.

5. Force the group to deal with anti-racism/anti-colonialism as
the core concern of the group, no matter what else is on the
agenda.

. 6. Make the group unite with the political agenda of POC, and
their liberation movements, and force the group to provide
these POC organizations with material and political support,
without any preconditions.

7. Make the white social justice group raise issues that effect
communities of color, and not just a white rights agenda.

8. Make sure that when a broad-based social change movement
or project is being created, that the group contacts and
attempts to bring in POC groups at the planning stages, so it
can be known if racism is a problem from the very beginning,
and to give them a voice.

9. Use your white privilege and build an anti-racist liberation

support movement, accountable to POC communities and

crganizations.

10.Do not hire, or allow the group to bire Black and other POCs
just for window dressing in secial change movement, but give
them the power and room to do their jobs without
interference from jealous or racist members of the group.
Make sure that they have all the support and backing of the
group, and do not have to demean or prostitute themselves to
keep the job. Do not allow them to be fired without any
support or struggle.

These are not infallible suggestions for either nonprofit progressive
groups or white radical organizations, and they are certainly not the
answer in every situation you will encounter. You may not even be
able to reform or transform your group into an actual anti-racist




to spout a line that “this was the most important group in 20 years” and we
should not lmpede it with questions of “racial politics.” No white—led social
movement is more important than racial oppression in its very ranks, as

this has killed Inany a previous movement that pleaded “class unity” as a
cloak to hide its racism, and ultimately this opportunism fractured the 3 l.’
movement. This one will be no different.

These anti-racist white trainers whom 1 refer to as the “blind leading
the blind” just don’t get it. They serve no useful function at all, and
perpetrate & fraud upon the movement. They dishonestly sell out to internal
racism, and provide no relief to the POC who are suffering from the hands
of racists inside such movements. They reinforce racism, rather than dispel
it, and it merely proves the absolute treachery and bankruptcy of white led
racist training. They ain’t builkling no new nation, they're trying to put POC
on the new Progressive Plantation, while they absolve white people of their
crimes against the oppressed peoples of color.

You cannot put internal racism off to another day, because we create
visions of the new society in the type of organizations and movements we
build now. So, I denounce all of these so-called white-led and ereated anti-
racist training programs as a fraud that does not decolonize white radical
social movements, but act as an accomplice to their treachery.

What should I do about White racism inside My Organization?

Perhaps you belong to one of these types of white progressive social
groups or white radicals that I have described, what can you do te
dismantle racism within?

First, is to ask how is the group goveimed? Who created it? Where
does its money come from? How many peoples of color belong to the
group? Do they have a voice in operations and full rights of participation?
Who really makes the decisions in the group? These are just a few
preliminary questions to understand if you have internal racism in the
group. One question will usually lead to another, until you arrive at the
decisive question as to whether this group has a problem with internal
racism.

Next, is to examine how the group was created. Was it just founded by
white people? What do POC in the community think of the group? Have
there been a number of racist incidents in the group’s history? If so, how
were they handled? Does the group have any written anti-racist policy
for employees or group members, have they ever been used, and how
was the POC employee or member treated? Again, just some of these can
lead to others.

Does the group claim to be anti-racist? How and why do they make
the claim? Do they empower the white people over the POC? Do the POC
members have their own caucus, and how do the whites feel about this?
what anti-racist training has the board and all of its members ever had?
What was the result? Did anything change? How did POC members feel
about it? Do they think racism still exists inside the group? Was an
independent internal anti-racist movement created to deal with racisin?
What has it ever done, and how did it organize?

These are important questions, but they only let you get some
understanding of the depth of the problem, not solve it or fight internal
racisim.

remain victimized. For years, Black people have been “last hired, first fired”

by Capitafist industry. Further, seniority systems have engaged in open
racial discrimination, and are little more than white job trusts. Blacks have
even been driven out of whole industries, such as coal mining, White labor
bosses have never objected or intervened for their class brothers, nor will
they if not pressed up against the wall by white workers themselves,

As pomted out, there are material incentives to this white worker
opportunism: better jobs, higher pay, improved living conditions in white
communities, etc., in short what has come to be known as the "white
middle class lifestyle,” This is what labor and the left bave always fought to
maintain, not class solidarity, which would Tequire a struggle against white
supremacy. This lifestyle is based on the’ super-exploxtatlon of the non-
white sector of the domestic workmg class as well ‘as countries exploxted by
imperialism around the world. ’

In America, class antagomsm had always included racia] haired as an
essential component, bat it is structural rather than just ideological. The
culture and the socioeconomic system of U.S. Capitalism are based on white
supremacy; how then is it possible to truly fight the rule of Capltal without
being forced to defeat white supremacy?

The dual-tier economy of whites on top and Blacks on the bottom
(even with all the class differences among whites) has successfully resisted
every attempt by radical social movements. These reluctant reformers have
danced around the issue however. While winning reforms, in many cases
primarily for white workers only, these white radicals have et to topple the
system and open the road to social revolut:un. They won't do it now.

The fight against white skin privilege also requires the rejection of the
vicious identification of North Americans as “white” peaple, rather than as
Welsh, German, Irish, etc. as their national origin. This “white race”
designation is a contrived super-nationality designed to inflate the social
importance of Eurcpean ethnics and to enlist them'as tools in the Capitalist
system of exploitation. In North America, white skin has always implied
freedom and privilege: freedom to gain employment, to travel, to obtain
social mobility out of one's born class standing and a whole world of
Eurocentric privileges. Therefore, before a social revolution can take place
there must be an abolition of the social category of the "white race.” (with
few excepnons in this essay, I will begm referring to them as "North
Americans.”)

These "white” people must engage in ¢lass suicide and race tf:eachery
before they can truly be accepted as allies of Black and nationally oppressed
workers; the whole idea behind a "white race™ is conformity and making
them accomplices to mass murder and exploitation. If white people do not
want to be saddled with the historical legacy of colonialism, slavery and
genocide themselves, then they must rebel against it. So the “whites” must
denounce the white identity and its system of privilege and they must
struggle to redefine themselves and their relationship with others. As long
as white society, (through the State which says it is acting in the name of
while people), continues to oppress and dominate all the institutions of the
Black community, racial tension wilt continue to exist and whites generally
will continue to be seen as the enemy, if not a force to be trusted.

So what do North Americans start to do to defeat racial opportunism,
white skin privileges and other forms of white supremacy? First they must
break down the walls separating them from their non-white allies. Then
together they must wage a fight against mequahty in the workplace,




communities and in the social order. Yet it is not just the democratic rights
of African people we are referring to when we are talking about "national
oppression.” If that were the whole issue, then maybe more reforms could
obtain racial and social equality in this seciety. But no, that is not what we
are talking about.

Blacks (or Africans in America} are colonized. America is a mother
country with internal colonies, made up of Black people who have been
enslaved and oppressed for centuries. For Africans in America, our
situation is one of total oppression. No people are truly free until they can
determine their own destiny. Qurs is a captive, oppressed colonial status
that must be overthrown, not just smashing ideologieal racism or denial of
civil rights. In fact, without smashing the internal colony first, means the
likelihood of a continuance of this oppression in another form. We must
destroy the social dynamic of a very real existence of America being made
up of an oppressor white nation and an oppressed Black nation, (in fact
there are several captive nations).

This requires the Black Liberation movement to liberate themselves
from a colonial existence, based on capitalism and this is why it is not justa
simple matter of Blacks just blindly joining with white Anarchists or
Socialists to fight the same type of battle against the State. That is also why
Anarchists cannot take. a rigid position against all forms of Black
Nationalism (especially revolutionary groups like the original Black Panther
Party, which was both radical and Socialist) even if there are ideological
differences about the way some of them are formed and operate.

I am not asking white people to join with certain backward
naticnalists who think that whites are inherently evil or do not want their
support, but North Americans must support the objectives of racially
oppressed liberation movements and they must directly challenge and
reject white skin privilege in the broader society. There is no other way, and
there is no shorteut to support for resistance against racism; white
supremacy is a huge obstacle to revolutionary social change in North
America.

The Black revolntion and other national liberation movements in
North America are indispensable parts of the overall social revolution.
North American workers must join with Africans, Latinos and others to
reject racial injustice, Capitalist exploitation and national oppression.
North American workers certainly have an important role in helping those
struggles to triumnph. Material aid alone, which can be assembled by white
workers for the Black revolution, could dictate the victory or defeat of that
struggle at a particular stage.

I am taking time to explain all this, because predictably some
Anarchlst purists or white radicals/progressives will try to argue me down
tha} having a white movement is a good thing, “why we're active among
white youth!”, “we’re fighting Wall Street capitalists”, or so on. Further they
feel Blacks and other oppressed nationalities just need to follow them and
this argument is just “Marxist national liberation nonsense.”

Well, we know part of the reason for my calling for an anti-racist
liberal_:lqn support movement inside the Left itself is to challenge this
chat;vnm_st perspective right in the middle of our own movement. An Anti-
Racist Liberation Support Movement would not exist just to fight Nazis. It
would directly support the movements of color with material aid, and
support tl}e need of the movements of color to challenge and correct racist
apd_ doctrinaire positions on race and class within the Anarchist and Left
radical movements, and in white saciety generally. The fact is if white

can get their issues heard, and redirect the entire movement to deal with
the massive poverty and unemployment in this period. But ann-racngt/ anti-
colonial whites must create an anti-racist/anti-colonial caucus working 33
with POC, that deals with acting as a internal pressure group, and with
making sure that questions of racism and internal oppression are front and
center in this movement, and not “put off to another day.” Fu_rt]}er, the
white radical politics can no longer dominate a movement claiming to
represent the whole of society, and seeking their liberation, the so-called
99%. It is not known if this movement can ever live up to its own crfeed, or
is just another fraudulent white radical tendency to keep white Leftlsts and
pacifists in control of all social movements in America. One thing is for
sure. the POC and anti-racists should stay on top of them to make sure that
they make the changes they think are needed, and not surrender to racism
in the name of any false class “unity.” ) .

Finally, if we cannot trust OWS and these solidarity groups in the
movement to even include all those locked out and oppressed by this
capitalist system, in favor of a “white rights” middle class agenda, how
conld we ever trust that after a social revolution, we would not haveyet
another racist society? We would have given blood, sweat and tears to this
struggle, but been betrayed once again, and still have to battle for our full
uman rights and liberation.

The Total Uselessness of Anti-Racist consciousness
raising programs. )
Sometime during the 1980’s, the building of anti-racist tendencies
gave way to white-led anti-racist training programs for consciousness-
raising. The programs varied of course, but most of them purpotted to train
white radical activists in anti-racist theory, the history of the struggles of
peoples of color in America, and other subjects to “sensitize” them as to the
plight of oppressed POC, and make them a better “anti-racist ally.” This
type of consciousness raising is a total fraud, it does absolutely nothing to
transform the personalities or the practices of white radicals. It’s just a way
of getting such training on a resume, to help them get a job with a social
justice agency that has POC staff, or to just make them “feel good” about
themselves, instead of being burdened with the angst of the racial history of
white people in America. The main reason it is incomplete, if nota total
frand, is because none of this training of activists, staff, or board of
directors deals with transforming the white-led nonprofit activist group,
organizing center, or social justice movement, and its structure its<::lf.
Lecturing white people in a nice way will not rid an entity of 1nter:_1al’
racism. Regardless of what new knowledge they possess about the workings
of racism will not ensure that they will change themselves or their
institution, and an anti-racism struggle inside white social change
institutions must deal with transforming the institution, as much as the
people. As long as the material conditions yet exist, and the same boarfl of
directors and entrenched white racists are still cailing the shots, there is no
question this will continue as a racist group. It requires an internal anti-
racist struggle on the inside of the most serious sort to transform such
institutions, so serious that it deals with the very soul and survival of the
movement itself. The issue is that if it cannot be saved, then it must be
smashed, as it does more harm than good to leave it go.
Also the trainers of such programs are highly suspect, one such anti-
racist trainer, [Criss Crass, based in San Francisco, California}, even after
he heard of the many racist incidents inside Occupy Wall Street, continued




1 also posted my impressions and denunciations of the group to my
own FaceBook page, and almost immediately, peoples of color and anti-
racist activists returned post telling me that in their cities, thesame 32
problems were happening. In fact, I heard from activists in ten citiesina
matter of hours telling me they experienced same thing. I began to
understand that this was a national problem throughout the “Occupy”
maovement, leading to the inescapable conclusion that they did not care if
activists of color took part, they were pushing a white agenda. Then 1
started seeing letters and articles from: activists of color tellingme that they
not only experienced exclusion, but overt acts of racism and attempts at
racist intimidation by activists and erstwhile leaders of various “Occupy”
city solidarity chapters. When they tried to raise these matters within the
local groups, they were met with indifference, hostility, and threats. This
kind of blatant racist is intolerable, but it shows the nature and degree of
internal racism in Occupy Wall Street and its solidarity groups.

Yet, many of the white activists and quite a few Black/POC activists
defended the issues as “isolated incidents”, “mamufactured provocations”,
or “issues that were being locked into”, and other evasions. There were
also those OWS solidarity groups who stated that they had created an “POC
outreach committee” which raises the question why they weren't brought in
when the movement was at the planning stages, if they intended for them to
take full part. The worst attitude is that it was “no big deal” and that “we
can’t focus on racial issues because our movement is too important.” This
means of course, that they take the attitude that this is a "side issue”, or one
of little consequence. .

The racist idea that this is “our movement” and that “racial issues”
will just “mess it all up” is the mistaken belief among many white radicals
that onlv they ean build a movement for the “salvation” of the whole of
society with a white agenda for the overall struggle. They refuse to see the
diversity of concerns of women of color, Black workers, Asian or Indigenous
peoples, who have a totally different history of oppression and exploitation
under capitalism. They also refuse to see the fact that they start from a very
privileged and isolated place in society, and that they do not suffer from the
type of extreme oppression over many centuries due to white colonial
domination, genocide, and racial oppression. They have no framework of
understanding, and the arrogance and hostility of saying “I don’t care, let
them start their own movement if they don't like it”, is sheer brazen
racism. This coming from those claiming to represent 99% of the
commoner population, is the height of hypocrisy.

Such racism will ultimately be the defeat or death of this movement,
just as it has for other previous coalitions ostensibly created on a white
radical class basis. Besides proving that it does not unite with the struggles
of peoples of color, it also betrays that they have no understanding of the
internal workings of racism inside such white-led social change movement.
The tyranny of a movement without structure claiming that there is no
leadership is a comman scam known to Anarchismn, where hidden “shot
callers” perpetrate the farce of equality, internal democracy, consensus
process. It is worse when it is a corrupt and fraudulent white leadership
designed to frustrate the desires of peoples of color to raise their issues and
have representation in the movement.

1t is crucial that Peoples of color organize their own internal caucuses
for equal representation and to pressure this white leadership to afford
them the same rights as any member, and end these internal racist abuses.
Only a powerful movement of POC inside OWS, demanding accountability

radicals cannot do that, then they cannot help to organize any wing of the
working class, Black, POC, or'white, and are of ng use to anyone. In fact,
most white radical movements are enemies of the poor, peoples of color,
and working peoples. ‘ q

This is what must be recognized right now, when Occupy Wall Street
and its solidarity movements have surfaced, making just these “white
rights” arguments and more, and are choking on the worst politics and
internal racist dynamics. I will talk more about this later.

Anti-Racist Action: Who said yoil were un anti-racist ally?

For years now, it has been made apparent to me that the idea of white
people creating and leading anti-racist movements of other whites is total
nonsense. I have had to learn this through bitter experience from dealings
with groups like the Anti-Racist Action (ARA), the now defunct Love and
Rage, and others in the Left that white people have na real due how to fight
racism and, if they do, they certainly are refusing to demonstrate it in any
real fashion. ' o

The apparent strategies of these groups is to chase after neo-Nazis.
the Ku Klux Klan, the Church of the Creator and others to upstage them
und disrupt their racist events. Although, 1 fully understand that we must
confromt fascist paramilitary movements, this alone is a flawed strategy
however andd go more eliminates racism than dancing in the streets, but it
makes while people feel they are accomplishing something and it certainly
helps with recruitrnent. But as a person of color, I do not feel this
movement in any way ensures my safety from violence by right-wing
paramilitaries or the police, the latter of which kill upwards of 1,000 people
cach year. Yes, I acknowledge the Klan is dangerous, but this is not the
1920s when they had millions of members.

‘The truth is these white radical groups deal with racism from 3 totally
white perspective. They generally have no ties or accountability to the
Black/POC. communities and do ot work with activists of color except in a
strictly token and manipulative fashion. This leads to serious isclation from
the communities of color and dangerously backward ideals about racism,
which they feel are academic anyway. ‘

Some years ago, I attended an ARA convention in Columbus, Ohio.
Columbus is the home of Ohio State University and at least a third of the
tity’s population is Black, but there were hardly any other Black people in
attendance, except one guy who called himself a “Black skinhead,” a middle
aged Black woman and a few other peopie of color, maybe 20 in all. It was
clear to me that there had been no attempt to bring in folks from the Black
communities in Columbus and other Ohio communities with substantial
Black populations like Cleveland or Cincinnati. They did not even attesmpt
to bring Black students off the OSU umiversity campus. ‘

Thus, you had this weird spectacle of hundreds of white people in a
huge auditorium arguing and giving sanctimonious speeches about racism,
from which most Blacks/POC were excluded. In attendance was every
“alphabet soup” leftist sect you can (or can’t) think of: SWP, ISO, IWW, SL,
SLP, Love and Rage and so on, under the banner of Anti-Racist Action.

At some point during the Plenary Session, to which I was hurriedly
added, while an older Black woman was speaking about her experiences
with racism, a white radical jumped out of the crowd, rushed up to one of
the microphones and blurted out: "you shut up, we know what racism is!”
This crystallized for me in instant what is wrong with such white-led “anti-




racist” groups and with mother country radicals generally. They have
arrogantly convinced themselves because of academic study and reflection
that they know what racism is, even better than the people who experience
it daily. How they know that and what it is they claim to know is really an
open question. !

_ Racism is a lived experience by peaples of color, not something easily
given to textbook study. To be an outcast, an object of derision and violence
merely because of pigment, race, or custom is not something that most
white people can grasp. White radicals may claim to understand it
intellectually, but it is not the same. Yet to me the very idea that white
people profess to know more about racism than peoples of color themselves
is a really a peculiar type of arrogance. It is why white radicals are so
d}sliked and distrusted in the Black community. Many times, they
disrespect you, all while claiming to be allied with you or oppesed to racial
chauvinism. That is unacceptable.

1t is interesting that almost none of the white peaple in attendance in
the conference contradicted thée disrupters or defended the Black woman’s
right to speak. I can only remember myself and the other people of color
shouting them down, along with one white guy, Michael Novick, who was
on stage with us. We afterwards became friends, but 1 recall coming away
with a very bittér feeling overall from that day’s events. The next day, I
pulled all the people of color together 1o issue a statement denouncing the
incident, and calling for them to do the same-Becduse they were caught off-
guard, the leaders of the conference agreed with our criticisms at the
meeting, but then some weeks later they barred me from all subsequent
ARA meetings for my “racial disraption.” For years, I was an outcast. In
fal_ct, it has just been recently; since the old Columbus leadership has been
discredited; that any ARA people would even speak to me, and then only
the folks in Los Angeles, where Michael Novick is situated. I consider
Novick one of the few anti-racist whites who “gets it”, and whom I
genuinely respect. While not everyone agrees with me now i ARA, at least
because of Novick, they might listen and wotild not demonize me in his
presence. Maybe we car even build a new movement with different
principles and induding peoples of color, instead of white radicals in
command. Certainly, the L.A. ARA chapter is doing this already, with its
alliance with the Black Riders Liberation Party, and other POC radicals.

For those of you reading this, please do not take these eriticisms to
mean that I think everyone in groups like ARA are enemies, or as “bad as

.th.e Klan,” as some of my past critics ini the group claimed. Someone even
tned to claim that I just did not “like” white people, which is so absurd that
it does not require a response. I do not at all believe that; never have
believed it for that matter. But because of such experiences that I have
observed or been victimized by, I think it is useless to beliéve that white-led
antiracist organizations can build a mass movement of just white peoples to
end racism, or even for radical social chiange for that matter. The whole
anti-racist movement must change.

If it is not accountable to peoples of color, such an anti-racist
maovement is a detriment. These arrogant white-led movements 1 have been
speaking of serve as proof positive that if the victims of racism are not at
!hc front ranks of these anti-racist movements, it will merely serve white
interests and not be an ally of the Black and other oppressed peoples. Now
that is as clear a6 I can make it.

The most effective anti-racist movement this country has ever seen,
the Southern civil rights movement of the 1950s and 1960s, was led by

austerity policies and corporate exploitation by the capitalists would come
into existence, and we would see the kind of resistance displayed in Spain,
Greece. and the UK, among other couniries that fought tooth and nail. So

when 1 first heard of the OWS movement first taking action in New York, 1
was thrilled. I thought that I would see a mass of Black and POC workers,
and others tinited in a mass movement against the rich, and their 3
unemployment and austerity policies. !

Since Black workers had the highest levels of poverty in the county
(26%), and the highest level of unemployment (16.9%), 1 thought for sure
that their plight would finally be put forward. But that is not what
happened, it seems that white upper and middle class elements, including
small businessmen ruined by Wall Street, pacifists, and other white radical
elements had set up the movement to support their world view. They were
extremely hostile, even racist, to peoples of color who joined the movement.
Still that did not deter me or lead me to reject the entire movement as a
fraud.

So when the OWS solidarity group, Occupy Memphis, was created in
Memphis, Tennessee, myself and my wife, JoNina, rushed over to Overton
Park in Midtown to attend the meeting. The first thing we noticed was that
this park was in an upper middle class community, mostly white, and when
we got to the canopy where the meeting was being held and strode in, ready
to join the fight, we were literally shocked into silence. This meeting was an
all-white affair of 100 white activists; ourselves and one other Black guy,
who seemed to be an employee of the Mid-South Peace and Justice
Center,[and was taking pictures of the meeting], were the only peoples of
color at the event. We felt like we had been kicked in the stomach, felt -
sickened and angered! Here, Memphis, Tennessee is a majority Black city
(65%), and the people who organized this event could not even invite one
social group or activist in the Black or Hispanic communities. In fact, they
did not invite us, even though'T was on the mailing list of the Mid-South
Peace and Justice Center, who despite what they claimed, were ones who
organized the entire event. It was an activist friend whom we kneéw who
passed on her invitation email to us. :

Why was this important, because this group claims to represent the
99% of the population, but my question was 99% of what population and
exactly whom did they represent? White radicals cannot posture and claim
that their agenda is for everyone, when almost all of the participants are
middle class white people in a majority Black city. Another thing is that we
do not have the same agenda, these white people are concerned with
something totally different than with the massive poverty in our
community, in a city that the U.S. Census Bureau had just designated the
“poorest city in the nation”. Yet who was speaking for these Black poor and

unemployed? Nobody at this event. They did not represent anybody but
themselves, and a white agenda.

This shows the corruption and arvogance of pacifists and white Leit
activists. We left this meeting feeling dirty and extremely angry, even
snapping at each other in our frustration. But we decided to do something
about it, we came home and denounced these white activists in Occupy
Memphis on their Facebook page, and challenged anti-white activists to
step up and do something about the racist exclusion and obvious internal
racism in the group. Predictably, some begged us to “understand’, and to
come hack to the group, and it seems the majority angrily defended the
group and its politics. Only one guy posted a statement of solidarity, and
also denounced racism. :




government protective regulations of wilderness areas; there are also
NGO's who are part of the movement which are nothing but government-
created liberal trade lobbies; some of the labor groups have a narrow trade
union agenda and in addition, there are a variety of religious and pacifist
groups opposed to anything but government-managed “peaceful protests”.
But for myself and other activists of color), the worst flaw is that the
movement is so white and middle class, although this has changed over the
last decade.

Like the Anarchist and Progressive movements generally, it has not
made any real efforts to connect with Black/POC neighborhoods in the 30
cities that it has organized in, nor raised issues in a fashion that make
Blacks or peoples of color interested in the movement. For instance; it talks
about infernational financial institutions like the World Bank, World Trade
Organization and the International Monetary Funid and how they are
forcing 3™ world governments to adopt austerity policy and starve their
people. They also talk about those countries being victimized by IMF/
world Bank banking policies that have plunged the countries in deep debt
{6 Western bankers. But the don't seem to realize that the same institutions
are responsible for unemployment, homelessness, the shutting down of
industries and massive poverty in the inner cities of the United States and
other Western countries. They just don’t get it! They support economic
hurnan rights campaigns as long as it involves countries thousands of miles
away, while ignoring those arising on their own doorstep.

The movement has to re-evaluate its political direction and should
broaden its base by including the inner city poor and peoples of color, not
just radical environmentalists, rank-and-file labor, students and Anarchist
groups. Welfare mothers, prisoners, Black community organizers, poor
people in the barrio, on Indian reservations and grassroots folks of all sort,
could take equal part, if this were deemed a priority by leaders and activists
in the movement.

 feel the Anarchist people of color movement should just muscle its
way in, as they started to do in Quebec City, Canada, in 2001, when the Free
Trade of the Americas surnmit was held. As activists of color withinthe
Anarchist and anti-globalization movements, we have to demandthat our
issues be respected and that the poor and peoples of color be given an equal
place in the movement. We have been invisible for too long.

This participation can only strengthen the overall movement and give
it an even harder edge when so many of capitalism’s poorest victims take
part. One thing for sure, they will not be so willing to compromise as the
white middle class elements do, they have nothing to lose. Just think: a
movement now, which can disrupt the smooth flow of capitalist planning in
Seattle and other cities, would then become one, [when it unites all of
capitalism’s victims], powerful enough to begin to take over and dismantle
the entire international finance system. We go from a movement of
thousands to millions worldwide in a campaign capable of reconstructing
society and the world economy itself. Let’s get busy, we've got a world to
win!

Occupy Wall Street: internal racism run amok!

In order to explain the problems of Occupy Wall Street, it is necessary
to recite my contacts with the movement. First, I.hafi been advocating for
mounths on my FaceBook page that a movement against government

activists from the Black community and the fact that it had deep ties to poor
and working class Black peoples in the commanity, (in spite of its middle
class leadership) allowed it to really conduct campaigns that altered the
socio-economic and political face of the country and win major gains for
Blacks and poor people. {

1t is littde known by most, but true, that the Black working class
community was in fact the backbone of the movement, even though the
mass media has always concentrated on Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. as the
major figure in that movement. It was a movement of oppressed victims of
racism, not under the control of white liberals or radicals who played a
minor role. ‘

This is contrary™to today’s movement, made up of primarily white
middle class activists. Because of this situation, we can say this ensures
today’s anti-racist movement can only speak for white middle class people,
not victims of racism, poverty, or police brutality. I feel there is a definite
Jesson here for anyone who wants to see it. The question- must be asked: is
this an anti-racist movement at all, but in fact an exampie of a white rights
movement?

Although 1 am clear white people cannct lead an anti-racist
movement, without being accountable to peoples of color; I also feel they
must confront their own racism and that of white people generally within
the movement for social change, through internal seminars, study groups
and other form of political education, but mainly through serious struggle
internally. This should take place in every progressive and radical
organization, but especially within Anarchist and anti-racist organizations,
which have serious problems with diversity and racial exclusion. The
questions of whiteness, white supremacy and white privilege must be
ruthlessly dealt with among white people themselves and then they must be
made accountable to peoples of color, instead of posturing as “anti-racists
above racism” themselves.

The truth is that I have not known many white political activists
willing to deal with internal racism inside their movements, instead they
prefer to posture as being without any racist ideclogy and practice, and
the_n aI_lege themselves to be a serious force to organize against external
racist right-wing movements. This is a gross error, which they must resolve
before they really constitute a force against racism. But looking within is a
hard, seum._)s,t@sk most white male-dominated radical groups avoid like the
plague, preferring to feel in their arrogance and smug superiority that they
have the answers 1o all giSbcigty’s:problems and that everyone else should
just listen and follow them blirdly. This is dishonest and opportunist.

It is important to recognize that no movement like this can be
successful and truly liberating to all. But.we must be honest and admit that
such a movement is in line with the prevailing beliefs of this country that
feels it can free white people, while leaving people of color in slavery. The
first American Revolution was based on that belief, so it should be no
surprise that many white radicals also believe that the coming revolution
will be based on their white privileged concepts of revalutionary change.

They see themselves at the center of things and nothing can happen
unless they lead it, but they refuse to challenge their own racism and
privilege. Can white people be reeducated? Yes, but they must be willing to
change and follow the leadership of folks who. have suffered historically
from racism and internal colonialism. The fact is what routinely happens to
peoples of color, the murders, beatings by police, mass unemployment,




community wide poverty, mass imprisonment, and record infant mortality,
and so many other effects of structural racism and internal colonialism,
rately happen to white people, and that is why when it does to any degree, it
is called fascism. Yet, since the 1960’s, white radicals have focused on
right-wing paramifitary movements, rather than the rise of the corporate
state, the mass imprisonment of peoples of color, and paramilitary policing
in communities of color. Iz

Fascist Paramilitary movements.

"Fascism is not to be debated...it is to be smashed... *
—Ruenaventura Durrutii, Spanish Anarchist revolutionary, 1936.

While I don't believe fascist paramilitary movements are the greatest
threats ta people of color, or are on the verge of seizing state power, they
wre dangerous and must be confronted in the streets. I have always seen the
struggle against paramilitary fascists mavements as important, especially
giving the Anarchists and Socialists the ability to work in white working
class communities, where I am convinced much of the ideological
undermining of fascism has to take place.

This i where many working class anti-fascists will be drawn from.
Bul this is not the main anti-racist foree in society, that is the movement by

. peoples of color themselves, as I make clear in other articles in this book. In
my mind, it is not possible to just debate trained killers; they must be
stopped by any means necessary. I also believe that the government has to
be exposed for coddling and using these forces to smash the Léft and
Anarchist tendencies, and liberation movements of color. As the Anti-
Racist Action groups and many other activists have learned, merely beating
up fascists without doing grassroots work does not make for a viable
movement campaign. We have to go beyond these confrontations and reach
the people susceptible to their fascist propaganda.

As Capitalist society decays, people will look for radical and total
solutions to the misery they face. The Nazis and the Klan are among the few
right-wing paramilitary political forces that offer, or appear to offer, a
radical answer to the current problems of society for the white masses. That
is also why the Tea Party is so powerful in this period, and influential
among the working class. That these solutions are false will matter little to
oon_fused and hysterical people searching desperately for a2 way out of the
socio-économic crisis the Capitalist world is facing, Sections of the middle
class, better-off layers of the white working class, poor and unemployed
white workers, all poisoned by the racism of this society, are easy prey for
Nazi and Klan demagogues. They demand a scapegoat: Blacks on welfare,
high immigration rates, too many women in the work force and other
simplistic targets to vent their frustrations at. The Tea Party gives it to
them, and especially in a climate of resentment against a Black President.

The Nazis, Skinheads, the now defunct, Church of the Creator and the
Klan are the most extreme right-wing racist/fascist organizations in the
United States, but the militia movements and the so-called Oath Keepers
made up of police, and active duty militarv are in nimerous states, and are

Anarchism or Socialism will probably join or create their own POC groups
and then deal with white activist groups from a position of ce-equal
organizations. : A

This is actually a better proposition for all involved. Dealing with a
group, rather than as an individual, for joint operations means larger
nunbers of participants of color and it also means mutnal respect and joint
inclusion in a project planning for the POC. It means an equal voice, rather
than white control and being forced to follow behind somebody else’s
prepared agenda.

An autonomous people of color organizaiion, of sufficient size and
strength ensures the ability to reshape the entire movement and end
internal racial exclusion, as well as other possible forms of internal
oppression. It can bring in considerable numbers of people of color and
extend Anarchism and Socialism to peoples and areas where it has never
gone. I believe that it is necessary for Anarchism and Socialism to be
extended to common people, other than middle class white
dropouts/activists. A successful social revolution without Blacks/poor
peoples of color simply ain’t even happening, it is defeatism.

Until the anti-globalization movement and Occupy Wall Street
movement unites with Black/POC and poor folks around a broader agenda
than just reform of Wall Street, the World Trade Organization and other
capitalist institutions, it will be nothing more than an “white rights”
movement, which “advocates” in the West for the poor and Third World
peoples, but cringes in fear and distaste if they ever meet one. They are just
“refuctant reformers” of the international capitalist system at this point;
fearing “viclent revolution,” they rigidly advocate for Western style
nonviolent social change.

Although making a lot of disruptive noise, they are doing nothing that
fundamentally challenges capitalism as a world power and will soon start to
run aground based on these limitations and the lnternal contradictions of
their weak race and class politics. They will learn just us other social
movements have that the privileged upper classes cannot speuk for the
poor, white people cannot advocate for peoples of color and that
fundamentally you cannot reform cancer, it must be destroyed.

So, although I think it is important to unite with such campaigns on
the short-term basis, they should receive unsparing criticlsm if they do not
listen to those of us. on the bottom. They will not make the revolution
anyway and they are not truly anti-capitalist. They are merely s transitional
movement until something more militant comes along. 1 talk more about
this in the next section.

Critigue of the Anti-Globalization Movement

Some feel that the anti-globalization movement is one of the best
anti-capitalist/radical projects to come along in years to involve Anarchists
and Socialists as a core group. Its tactics of blockading meetings of the
capitalist world's political and financial ministers had created a deep sense
of crisis among the rich and powerful ever since the Seattle 1999 protests
erupted. These tactics harken back to the civil rights movement of the
1960s and the labor protests of the 1930, in the broadness of the coalition
and tactics to disrupt the status quo. But it has serious flaws as well. For
instance, some of the environmental groups in the cqalition are willing to
settle for mere reforms of the multinational corporations and new































