“Although to some the struggle of a Black high school
drop-out acting as his own attorney against the massive
coercive power of this State may seem like a futile
struggle, there iz no doubt in my mind of the ultimate
deteat of my oppressors. I am like the brave and re-
solute people in Vietnam who are algo atruggling
against the common oppressor. As a matter of fact
I consider myself a Black Viet Cong, Black Power!*’

-~ Martin Sostre
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Martin Sostre, Prison Revolutionary

By Lorenzo Komboa Ervin

Even in this ggneration, many young activists know of George Jackson
aka “Comrade George,” Black Panther leader, revolutionary prison writer and
organizer who was assassinated in August, 1971, in the California
penitentiary; San Quentin.

Yet, in the late 1960's and early 1970's, Martin Sostre (1923-2015) was
every bit as well known as a prison activist, revolutionary, and jailhouse
lawyer, who almost single-handedly won democratic rights for prisoners to
receive and read revolutionary literature, write books, worship alternative
retigious faiths, to not be held indefinitely in solitary confinement, and
to obtain legal rights to have access to legal rights at disciplinary
proceedings. He was the one responsible for prisoners being able to

organize during the prison struggle 1967-1974. These lawsuits changed
prison conditions nationwide.

He had served a sentence in Attica, New York, during the early 196('s
and went through a political metamorphosis from a Black Muslim (NOD,
Black nationalist, and later an Anarchist. In 1966, he got out of prison,
came home to Buffalo, N.Y,, and started the Afro-Asian Bookstore in the
Black community. Sostre's bookstore became a center of radical thought and
political education in that city. A Black “riot” against police brutality
of a Black youth broke out at this time, and Sostre was blamed for this
rebellion since many youth visited his bookstore.

The city cops and white political establishment chafed at Sostre’s
organizing and political education, and decided to shut him down. They
arrested him on July 14, 1967, along with a bookstore co-worker, and -
charged them with *sale of narcatics, riot, arson, and assault.” These were
totally frame-up charges, but he was sentenced to 41 years in prison.
Recognizing this injustice, an international campaign was begun on his N
behalf by his supporters and fellow activists.

At one point, he became the best known political prisoner in the world,
and his case became adopted by Amnesty International, the prisoner of
conscience organization, in 1973. This was a first for U.S. political
prisoners and put tremendous pressure on the state of New York and the U.S.
government. Finally, his worldwide defense organization pressured the New
York state governor to grant Sostre an executive clemency, and he was
released in 1976.

(continued onpage 72)

Lorenzo Kom'boa Ervin attributes his initial interest in anarchism to
Sostre.

In 1974 Pacific Street.Films debuted a documentary film on Sostre
called Frame-up! The Imprisonment of Martin Sostre. It detailed
Sostre's case with extensive interviews from prisorn.

Martin Sostre

photo of Martin Sostre asa young man by Jerry Ross (painter)

In later life Sostre dived in Manhattan with his wife Lizabeth Sostre,
his son Mark who fragicaily-passed in his 20s and his other son
Vincent. Sostre died in 2015.®




Eastern European immigrants, especially in the USA {1860'5-1900'). Yet
the stickler is that the Anarchist movement general!y, had no ties or
solidarity to the Black population in the USA, the UK, or the cotonized
people of color in the Third World. It was essentially a white European

mavement

Like Sostre had said, we must manufacture our own Anarchist of Color
school of thought and revolutionary practice. Nobody can truly speak for us
and fight in our name. Black Autonomy means independence of thought, culture
and action. We are not racial separatists, but we must be sure that we are
strong enough to insist on our politics, leadership, and respect within any
broader universal movement. We have been soid out, left out, betrayed, and
tricked too many times by intemal racism inside majority white coalitions
and mavements. Black vgices matter! That is why [ wrote a small pamphilet in
1972, "Anarchism and the Black Revolution” while I was in prison in 1979.

Conclusion

Martin Sostre has been lost to history because the White Left and
Anarchist radical tendencies have had no regard for him or his legacy. He
literally opened.the doors for radical prisoners, Anarchist tendencies of
color and radical praxis, yet not one institution or movement today is
named after him, This is an outrage which must be recognized or corrected
now.

Groups of jaithouse lawyers should name themselves after the man who
more than anyone, successfully fought for prisoners’ democratic rights, was
an activist who provided an example of a revolutionary political prisoner,
and who prefigured the Black-led revolutionary prison movement, including
the Attica rebellion and prison labor and activist movements of the
1970's-80's.

I became an Anarchist, a jaithouse lawyer, and a prison activist
during the 1970's because of Martin Sostre. In fact, it was a result of
observing Martin's international defense committee and seeing how he was
able to put pressure on the government, that encouraged me to create the
"Free Lorenzo” movement, which.resulted in my own freedom in 1984 from two
fife sentences. I'owe him a tremendous personal debt. I spoke to him less
than a month in a prison cell, but it changed my life. He had a similar
impact on many others who never met him, but benefited from him standing
up for their rights.

We don’t have him here today in the flesh, but we can at least honor his
memory and never let it die!

T Lorenzo KOmbc;a Ervih-.
Introduction & Gerald Gross

The Struggle Against Oppression
Report From Jall to Hy
Revolutlonary Friends
An Appeal to the Students
Letter From Jail to My Student |
Supporters and Friends

Bla.ok : L ‘ rati*-on :

The Stmggle Againat U.S, Imperiaf_}"

Letters Fro;_n;;:;Gxg_gn,;ﬁﬂaven ‘Prison

"I was born and ralsed in Karlen and I know the. mtzhods or
the streeta: the orators: of 126th.and" ?th in.front of ‘the
African Memorial Bookahop ‘(upon ‘whioh -my-bookshop An Bufra.lo
wag patterned) and ‘those of 116th and 7th; the. =p!.okot1ns. ‘
agitation, uprlsings g ghtu. T.am a lu.gh ‘Bohool
aropeout having oonplote ears.of high school = Textile
High Sohcol ‘on 18th Stree n"New' York -Gity.

*Like Brother. Halcolm X, I trled to educate myself in prison.
I became a Muslim in-Attica Prison because its ‘Black Nation-
allst tenets appealed to me; 1t was aimllar to the Black
Natlionalism I had ploked up .An Harlem as a kid, listening to
the speakers in front of the Black =Bookshop -on+-125th ‘Street
and reading about Marous Garvey, However, when I got out of
prison and saw that the Muslim movement was not the revolu-
tionary Black Natlonallsm that our youth was following and
that the Muslim movement was so alienated from the Blaok
masses, I gave it up.

*While in Attioa Prison, I beocame a student of law -~ consti-
tutional, international and New York State Law,” (Martin faila
to mentlon here any of the frults of hia study of law but a
partioularly important one recosmends itself. While he was
8t1ll a prisoner 1ln Attioa, it was Hartin who waged the legal
gtruggle whioch resulted in a court ruling allowing Muslim
religlous services inside the prison, Ed,)




Letters From Prison
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about it. Almost every day that [ saw him, we would go over my case, and he
would give me legal advice. Somewhere along the line, we started talking
about revolutionary politics generally, and he bounced a new word on me:
»Anarchist Socialism." I had no idea what he was talking about at the time.

I had just come from Cuba, Czechoslovakia, and East Germany, which called
themselves “sociafist republics,” so I thought T knew all about it. 1 was

wrong. He explained to me about *self-governing socialism,” which he 73
described as free of state bureaucracy, any kind of party or leader
dictatorship. Almost every day he regaled me about “direct democracy,”
“communitarianism,” “radical autonomy,” "general assemblies,” and other
stuff I knew nothing about. So I just listened for hours as he schocled me.

The initial ideas for Black autonomy, within the overall Anarchist
movement, came from these sessions. As a Black Puerto Rican, Sostre felt
alienated from his community, and since much of the analysis about Black
oppression and Socialism was by white radicals, he had originally
gravitated into Black nationalism. It was only later during his time in
prison that he gravitated into Anarchist Sacialism. He told me endtessly
that Socialism and Anarchism were for all people, not just Europeans and
well-to-do intellectuals. It was universal. At first, I had serious doubts
about all this, as it seemed just more white radical student ideology. They
were not sympathetic to the Black struggle, and they were not working class
or poor. Sostre’s ideas, however, were that Anarchists of color must build
their "wing" of the Anarchist movement. He didn't cail it Black Autanomy,
but that is what it was.

1 did not even consider myself at the time as an Anarchist, and did not
fully understand what he told me. But [ had seen first-hand "Soviet
Socialism” and was not impressed. It was elitist, authoritarian, and
oppressive. | could say the same thing about “Marxist-Leninist Maoism”,
which helped to destroy the the 1960's New Left, and the radical wing of
the Black Power Movement, with cult of personality, middle class snobbery,
manipulation, and opportunism.

Even before meeting Martin Sostre, I was definitely already looking for
something new, and willing to consider Anarchism. But only years iater,
serving life in prison, is when I really started into Anarchist political
education, as Sostre suggested. | started reading Anarchist books and
papers, and started corresponding with Anarchist figures and groups all
over the world.

These discussions with Martin Sostre were invaluable in broadening my
thinking about a radical political alternative. I also found out about many
“unknown revolutions” in Africa, Russia, China, Spain and other parts of
the world, as well as early Anarchist labor/radical tendencies among




Historical Importance of Martin Sostre 77
Sostre's political consciousness and legal activism opened the door for

prisoners to have legal'and human rights-and the ability to-organize at a

time of civil rights, Black Power, the New Left, and the Vietnam anti-war

movements. At-one stage, 1970-1976, the prison movement became the central

protest movement in America, especially after the August political -

assassination of George Jackson, and the September, 1971 Attica rebellion.

The protest at Attica was put down with a bloody massacre by prison and

political officials, but it opened the eyes of millions all over the world

to American state violence.and racism. A mass prison support movement arose

almost overnight, which demanded human rights for prisoners. There is no

doubt that the prior demands of Martin Sostre, in his writings and

prisoner’s rights lawsuits, who had been imprisoned at Attica some years -

previous, played a role ideologically. Sostre’s struggle inside as a

politicat prisoner was clearly bound up with what became the Attica

Rebellion. :

Contrary to prison officials’ accounts which now claim that the
so-called Attica prison "riot” had taken place because of a “gang of
criminals” wha took guards hostage for no good reason, the truth is New
York State officials refused to listen to Sostre or even the federal courts
which over the years had ordered an end to brutality, racism, and
mistreatment of the men inside. The prisoners took matters into their own
hands, demanding human rights and an end to racist abuse with the 1871
rebellion, which shook America and the entire world.

Martin Sostre and Me

I met Martin Sostre at the Federal Detention Center in New York City in
August/September, 1969. 1 had just been brought back to the USA from
Berlin, Germany, for hijacking a plane to Cuba earlier that year. He had
sued prison officials and been transferred to federal prison to await a -
hearing. I didn't know who he was at the time, but someone said he was an
"activist prisoner” and that I should talk to him.

A scowling, powerfully built Black man, he looked like a-teacher, which
in many ways he was, just a revolutionary teacher. So, [ went up and
introduced myseif, and we started talking about prison generally, but he
was interested in my case and how the CIA had captured me, and we started
talking about that. He was concernied that I could be sentenced to death by
an all-white Southern jury.

He knew it was a political case, and so we talked abaout what I could do

INTRODUCTION &

) This year's edition of the Journal of the Philosophical
Society of the State University of New York at Buffalec is devoted
to the unfortunately little-known struggle of Martin G. Sostre,.
Black bookstore proprietor and political activist,. who was viciously
framed by federal, state and local racist law officials during the -
Black rebellion of June - July 1967 in Buffalo's East Side.ghetto;~

Through a compilatien of the many letters. sent by Martin
from jail to members of the Martin Sostre Defense Committee, friends
and family, the editorial staff of the Journal has been able to re- ’
construct the essential story of what happened during those days of
rebellion, the subseqient months of legal struggle to free Martin and
also, to give a picture of Martin's political acumen, his analyses .of
the profound. social -and political issue of our time..

Martin Sostre operated the Afro-Asian Bockstore on Jeffer—
son Avenue in the heart of the ghetto., Jefferson is the main: drag
where the many white-owned shops and stores loot the Black population
day and night as they go up and down the Avenue,  fresh from being su-
per-exploited din Buffalo's steel mills, sweat shops, and suburban
homes of the rich. It was among.these unfortunate and oppressed ™iit-
tle' people that Martin .Sostre became known as a leader and militant
spokesman for Blmck Emancipation.

I first met Martin sometime in 1966 when I went to hia
bookstore with a frienmd. Both of us were active in the Philosophi-
cal Society and in Youth Against War .and Fascism on cahpus.”'ﬁt'thia
time, the Philosophical Society was conducting a seminar at the cam-
pus on . the philosophy of ‘People's China and we wanted to purchase
gome books related to this subject. Martin's bookshop was the only
place in town where you could get books on this and other "contro-
versial"™ subjects that were written by other than hostile commenta-
tors. After visiting the-store on many subsequent occasions -- and:
after Martin came to understand that we ourselves were seriously in-
volved in the struggle, especially in street demonstrationsxagainat
the war in Vietnam and in support of Black liberation -- we became
good friends with Martin.

He always enjoyed discussing current events, the interna-
tional situation, Black and Asian history, literature and policical_
philosophy. MWe thought highly of Sostre as an intellectual and it.
was clear that he was also an activist of unusual alertness and po-
litical perception. Martin's favorite subject was the boukaﬁopiand
the Afro Freedom Fighter, a mimeographed ghetto community newspaper
which weould uncompromisingly "“tell it like it is," that.he had con-
ceived of and was about to bring into existence, The store, though
economically a burden, ‘was gradually becoming known to the more op-
pressed -Black youth of the community. They-were often in the store,
talking to Martin or reading -a book or just browsing. Martin cared
very much.about the youth. He wanted to provide them with a perspec-
tive and a program, to teach them to think, leara, inguire into and
gukstion everything.




However, teaching the young to think for themselvea has
never been popular among those who want to keep things the same --
and Buffalo's Martin Sostre was not to escape the wrath of those who

rule. ‘;

What you are about to read through the media of his cor-
respondence is the story of a Black political prisomer's inspiring
struggle agaiﬁbt the extreme brutality and cunning machinations of
the oppressor:® the entire racist, big-business ruling cligue of this
highly segregated northern industrial city. It is a story of the frame-
up techingue of whith so little is told by the official and unofficial
apelogists of American society but which -- more and more -- stands
out as perhaps the most ruthless and subtle device of the oppressor.
It iz the story of betrayal -- of the cynical and opportunist sell-
out by middle-class white liberals and pseudo-radicals and by "local
Toms" as Sostre calls them. It is the story of witch-hunt and poli-
tical-intellectual persecution by reactionary officials who, fearing
the dissemination of controversial books and pamphlets that discusséd,
among other things, the emancipation of the poor and oppressed of the
world, suppressed the answer o poisonous racial fictiona spewed by
the business-controlled mass media with KKK style, police state and
fageist tacties. In essence, then, this is the story of state power
itself which ~-- in the hands of racist, white politicians and. their
big-business bosses ~-- means "pig-cop" brutality, frame-ups, legal
lynchings, kangaroo-style court prosecutions, judieial intimidation
and even mind-destroying drugs to the long oppressed Black masses.

My subsequent involvement as chairman of Martin's Defense
Committee has given me a priceless education about the system of
ruthless repression which exists in the U. 8. In particular, it has
opened my eyes more fully to the racist judicial system which I have
seen to be nothing more than the machinery of state repression con-
trolled completely by the ruling interests and used to get rid of
those who oppose their lecherous greed and thievery. I urge all
those who still harbor some naive faith in the goodness of America's
courts, cops, mass-media, liberal establishment, etc., to seriocusly
study the letters contained herein. The wraps of liberal bourgeois
democracy, herein removed by an angry Black man who has suffered 45
years under this "free" society, cover a racist, militarist -- that
is to say, fascist monstrosity.

Of special interest is the discussion of the psychiatriec
hearing. The brilliant exposure of the subjective, reactionary
nature of American psychiatry as manifested by the psychiatrists
who labeled Martin a "paranoid personality" is a bold answer by this
high school "drop-out" to those philistine skeptics who deny the
capability of the oppressed to rule the social order themselves.

The Martin Sosire Defense Committee wants to share the
manifold object lessons of the case with all partisans of the oppres-
sed everywhere. The financial situation, however, dictates that the
first printing of this edition of the Journal will have to be a li-
mited one. We hope that you will utilize the experience contained
in Martin's words and that you will show it to friends and comrades-
in-arms who may benefit from the experiences of Mariin Sostre and

The occasion of the second printing of Letters From Prison, less thap a year
after the first, provides an opportunity for a short summing-up of the inter-
vening developnents in the struggle. Martin 1s still in solitary confinement
as of this writing, He has been there since June 25, 1968, He has not been
allowed to write or.speak to anyone except his appeal attorney, Joan Franklin
and attorneys from the Hatfonal Zmergency Civil Liberties Committee. Press
coverage in both the bourgesis and liberation newspapers has increased during
the past year, On February 7, 1969, Governor Nelson Rockefeller made one of
his infrequent visits to Buffalo for a staged "Town Mesting.” He was totally
unprepared for the. demands for freedom for Martin which "greeted” him through-
out the stormy session,

On February 22, a large demorstration was held outside Nelson Rockefeller's
offices in New York City demanding freedom for Martin.

The Afro-Asian Bookstore-in-Exile, manned by student activists at the Univer-
sity of Buffalo, has, since tts fnception in April 1968, continued Martin's
work of distributing )iberation 1iterature. On April 15, the Student Polity,
official student govermment at the Untversity of Buffalo, passed a resolution
expressing solidarity with Martin Sestre and demanding permanent materdial
facilities for his bookstore on the campus.

In general, interest inm the case has been on the upswing for over a year. At
a May Day rally in Buffalo, “Frea Martin Sastre - Free Huey Newton® banners
were proudly carrfed, Communications have been recg1ved from all over the
U,S. and several foreign countries. This new print1ng.and]the cumi:g publica-~
tion of another MSDC pamphlet, Martin Sostre in Court, will -- we hope --
further accelerate the interest and support for ThTs brave 1iberation fighter.

-- 5 May 1969

YOUR HELP IS HEEDED -- NOW!

[:1 I enclose § for Defense Committee work in behalf of Martin Sostre
and his co-defendant, Mrs. Geraldine Robinson.

[:] 1 pledge § on or before .

[] I enclose § for copies of BOSTOH GLOBE reprint by Ym. Worthy {see pg.6)
(10¢ each; T7 for $71.00; 5C for $3.50; 100 for $6.00)

{:] I enclose § for coples of “LETTERS FROM PRISON" (an fnsight

into Martin Sostre the man through his highly articulate 76-page
journal} at $1.00 per copy, plus 25¢ for maiTing.

(please print)
NAME (Mr., Mrs,, Miss)

ADDRESS

CITY STATE Fatd

MARTIN SOSTAE DEFENSE COMMITTEE
P.0. Box 382, Ellicott Station
Buffalo, Hew York 14205

Gerald J. Gross, Chairman Mrs. Jeanette Merrill, Secretary

K THIS ORGAMZATION Ao LONEER EXKTS
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NEWSLETTER
ROBERT F. WILLIAMS, Publisher — IN EXILE —

AN APPEAL: SUPPORT FRAME-UP VICTIMS

Fascist forces in the U.S.A. are now endeavering to create a
national state of hysteria. Consequently, many Afro-Amertean
militants who refuse to sell out and who cannot be inlimidated
are being framed and imprisoned. A vicious campaigr is belng
waged to destroy cifective and potential ghetto leaders. Chief
among these aré® Max Stanford, IHuey Newtlon, Rap Brown,
Leroi Jones, Martin Sostre and Herman Ferguson. Many
others ave [ramed in Philadelphla, New York, Chicago, Newark,
Detroit, Cleveland, in the South and on the West Coast, As
4 matter of collective security all anti-fascist forces and parti-
sans of justice must stir themselves and give financlal and
active support to these vielims of faseist kangurocism and
tyranny. Oppose the courl mob with massive resistance!

After Rob Willlams' hitch in the
U.S. Marines, he orpganlzed the
first armed self-defense - guard
of modern tlmes in Monrce, N,C,
He fought 1n and out of the
courts for the right of Afro-
Americans to be free,

Hounded from his own country and
- barred from European countries
because of U,3, government pres-
sure, he now resides in People's
China, He has announced his
determination to return to the
U.3, for a showdown with his
enemies, .

He is the author of "Negroes
With Guns" and the recently pub-
iilshed pamphlet, "“Listen, Brother!”

his Committee,

This has been a touchstone case from the very beginning.
As-menticned above, the betrayal of Martin by the white middle-class
liberals and pseudo-radicals and by the establishment mis-leaders of
the Black community is extremely significant. Members of the Defense
Committee have, from time to time, been confronted by the unofficial
agents of the oppressor in the guise of self-styled “radicala" who
have sought to dissuade us from our efforts to give revolutionary
aid-and support to Martin. We have met the cynical rumor-mongers
everywhere so eager to unofficially serve the oppressor who vicious-
ly shoots down the Black people and poor whites who seek to better
their miserable lot -- who slaughters the poor of the world by the
millions when they dare defy his authority. :7

Our pesition has always been the unconditional defense of
any Black man, woman or child being lynched by the racist mob -- even
though that mob be the very same men who own and rule this country.
We uphold every man's right to a fair trial by his own people -- his
peers. ==land -expose and condemn the racist mob. Further; “we:7uphoid
‘the -basic right of the ‘oppressed Black people ‘to rebel agains
conditions. .We know ‘that no one man can ‘canse.a rebellion’
tin was originally .charged -- 'not even as''brilliant-andidyna
leaderas Martin: Sostre. In-blaming: individuals likeMa y -
‘ g 11y, seeking. to:icoVer their own .crimes:of- looting
5-Black:people. To.:the;liberals, pseudo-
cialists ‘these:elementary principles-of human.
decency must forever 'remain a’ book "with seven seals.!’ o

- On the ‘other hand, to. :those whohave contributed to ‘the:.
Defenge Eunduandrwh.ﬁhavejsqppgrted%the-many_meetingsrdfunﬂ raising

: street.demonstrations,. etc., andiwho:continue their .partisan
for Martin -through:the' thickand thin of it all == victory:’

e ours! It ds conviction ‘that:tHe oppressor &an’only ‘be
defeated if people  ari ng:to pull “together and sacrifice for
cne another. This- is:thé true -meaning ‘of-8olidarity -- and this is
what you have so meaningfully shown. Let us continue to work to-
gether and fight for the liberation of all the oppressed of the
world!

DEFEND BLACK LIBERATION WITH DEEDS!
NO MORE FRAME-UPS1 FREE MARTIN SOSTRE NOW!

Gerald Gross, Chairman

Martin Sostre Defense Committee

. Martin Sostre And The Fight Against Solitary Confinement
MAY 16, 2016 BY GARRETT
FELBER hitp://www.aaihs.org/martin-sostre-and-the-fight-
against-solitary-confinement/ '




DEDICATION ) y

The Philosophical Society is deeply honored and most proud
to dedicate its Journal of 1968 to Martin Soastre, revalutionary Black
Nationalist liberation fighter and victim of a racist frame-up in
Buffalo, New York.

Although not a "professional philosopher of the official
academies,” i. e., the American Universities, Martin Sostre is a phi-
logopher in the t#uest sense of the word. In fact, he is a phileso-
pher in the only sense that has ever had any vital significance ~- as
a professional revolutionary.

Like Socrates of Athens, who taught the youth to inquire
into the "how and why of things," Sostre showed the Black youth of the
Buffalo ghetto how to question and analyze the world and "tell it like
it is." :

Unlike Socrates, however, Martin cast his lot, not with
the young aristocrats of the slaveowning class, but with the oppres-
sed Black people of America and the poor of the world. He has fol-
lowed in the footsteps of Malcolm X and stands beside Robert F. Wil-
liams and other Black miilitants struggling for the complete emanci-
pation of all modern-dey slaves and serfs.

And, at this very moment, while the academicians, hermeti-
cally sealed in the sterile and lifeless chambers where they pursue
their reactionary studies, snicker to themselves at the idea of ele-
vating Martin Sostre above Socrates, the oppressed all over the world
are rising up in-a total affirmation of the poaition which Martin
Sostre and other revolutionary thinkers of this era espouse. Let
them snicker! It is the oppressed and those who have cast their lot
with the oppressed -- not the privileged and those hired apologists
who willingly defend the privileged -- who shall move history for-
ward and be honored by the future generations of man.

-- Bditerial Staff
Philosophical Society

2
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Martin’

*Je must fight in the assembllies)
we must fight in the streets, We
pust make war on all fronts,*®

"We can no longer afford to peace-
fully co-exlst with raclst Judic-
1a] tyramnny and kengarocolsm based
on an 1lnsensate cless and raclal

caste system,” é 7

raAmericats raclst courts have
assumed the despotlc posture of
institutlonalized lynch mobs en-
joying the sanctimonious scolliol-
tude of the state's rltuallstic
buffoonery,.”

*Naxt to naked violence and un-
mitigated terror, raclst Amerlea's
bigoted court system is the car-
dinal scourge of the powerless
Black and white masses, The con-
stitutional myth about 'trlal by
one's peers' 1s a cardinal sacri-
lege agalnst the sacredness of
truth,”

Rob Willlams

"And we have heard storles where
they have lynched Black people,
and right while they were lynch=-
ing that Black man, you could see
them getting their kicks, the
thrill, while they do 1t."

Malcolm X
s Struggle Against

‘the Law’

in Buffalo, Mississippi
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$1,000 Is Raised to Aid Negro
Leader Jailed _P('qn $25,000 Bail

BUFFALOD — A defense com-
mittee which has already raised-
over $1000 has been  formed to
nid Marlin Sostre, miiitant Negro
Teader who has begun his seventh
month in jaii.

Sostre, in jal because he could
not raise 325,000 bail, was. arrest-
ed last June on what he calied
*y phony narcotics and assaull
charge.”

When he was arrested, he Lold:
reporters, "*My ¢eal ‘crime’ in the.
eyes of Bullalo's racist rulers is
that I made my Afro- Asian
Baokstore an information center,
and an inspiration to Ahe gheito's
rebellious youth."

JULY 20, 1447

o delvkia “Tribave

Felicetta Tells HCUA

Extreme Left Groups
Led Sostre Protest

Buifale Evenlnp Neats Barann
WASHINGTON, June 2i—-An extreme leftist group
played a prominent rolte in the campaign o arouse sup-

port for a black nationalist agitator who was being tried -

in Buffalo as a narcotics seller, Buifalo Police Gommis-
sioner Frank N. Felicetta tol¢ the House Commitiee on
Un-American Activities Thursday.

Leaflets Say Sostre

Victim of Frame-Up

Judge Denies Sostre Motion
For Trial in Another Court

Cpinty Madee Frederick M
Murshajl velused roday to dis-
yualily himgell from presiding

Commissi Feli test-
fied that the arrest and trial of

Martin Sostre last year wae fol- ‘ : . d »
lowed by daily picketing ol the l Clll l,ll y
couriroom and jail and by dis-

tribution of leaflels in his be- ‘ﬁf.ll G

halt by persons conmected with 1 et

the Buffalo Youlh Apainst Wai

& Fascism (YAWF). Riﬂt Case

Police to Skip
City Court
Charges of arson and in-

citing a riot against a man
who was arrested Friday

aver Lhe nremica-sate tria's of UL E N night and labeled.a leading
Marua Snstre, aprerater of the B l' T'

Mrican-Asian Haokstore, 1417

ligure in last month's East

Jelfersin Ave Martin Sostre senfenced Side disorders will be {aken
“The & vest wat made b 0 3i-41 years, Hurried ro directly to-the grand jury.
Sastee, ;:o hes insisted on . Attjca within hour of sen- Agsl. Del. Chief Michael A,
Tesding himsel! before the court, tencing. Atty. Clarence Ma- Amuéu !tl:'ld‘ Thle Courler-l::xprf;s
W gyt e loney *rermined for appoml oy G dares ato
. A,
quabify guurself . . . you wie and case of Mr, Sostre’s 1413 Jofterson Ave.. proprietor of
"°:,t"-"’ but “-."'f,"" db'“m n co-defendant Mrs. Geraid- Ihe Afro-Asian Book Store st thal
judicial robes.” the defendani ine Robinson, Martin Sestre address—are being presented di-
wnd Judge Marshaji (oday C P- o rectly to avold “parading our
Statre said the [ast that "ot | Defense Committee, P. U. wilnesses” through Cily Court for
one other person in Frie County Box 382 Ellico:t Station, N. a prelimlnary hearing.
Jail has 325,008 hail . . . proves Y,, 14305 - Funde needed Th
" P o o e detecilve said he was con-
L’:‘:lpr::::l.‘."" usng me w oA immadiarely. Story next cermed for (he safeiy of police
Referrmy fo the bail, Sostre week. jnformants o the case, adding

tuld Lhe spuer T wouldn't leaye
Rultale  Duflalp is my home |
wanl to b here when Delroit
comes W Boflaly”

{tat Lhelr Lives had been threat
encd,

NN

Ay

5

e




Report Prom Jall to My Revolutionary Frisnds

First let me thank you for your moral and finan-
ecial support without which we == Geraldine Robinson and I «w
sould not survive this frame-up by the enemy. Since papsr is
very scarce and space is therefore limited, I will dispense
with soms of*the details of the frame-up which you are al-
ready famllisr with, 1Y

Seversl weeks ago the enemy oppressoers -- who
wiewed with alarm the growlng number of youths hangling out in
the Afro-Asian Bookshop and their suddenly lncreased interest
in Black nationalist and soclalist literature (which I gave
free or on credit to those who lacked the money to purchase
1t) evidently dacided that the lncreased youth activity
around the Bookshop posed a large enough threat to require
1mmediate sotlon; and so they made thelr Gestapo=llke rald
on the Bookshop, beat me up, pushed Geraldine around, framed
us with a sale of narootles, wrecked the Booksehop and stole
everything of value,

¥hile in Erie County Jail under $50,000 tail, and
charged with arson and starting the recent "riot"” here in
Buffalo, in addition to the above smaid marcotiocs oharge, I
had an unexpected visitor with a strange message, Thls visle
tor was an Uncle Tom lawyer-politician who was aspiring to
hacome one of the accommodating Negro leaders, He informed me
that there wag talk in the Black ocmmunity of another "riot*
during the weekend (this visltor came on July 27th, Thurs.-
day) and the power strucsture had sent him to requeet that I
send this Unecle Tom to the main *leaders™ so that Uncle Tom
could find out from them thelr demands or grlevancss and pre-
gent them to the power struscturs, In. this way, he said,
bloodshed conld be avolded because the city offlelala had
informed him that next time they would show the "rloters” no
mersy; that his sole interest was to avold bloodzhed and loss
of property by interposing himself between “our people and
the power structure* to see 1f the lasue ocould be negotiated
peacefully, I replied that assuming the untenable hypothesis
that I would send him to the "gang leaders™, they would not
let him act ag their spokeaman because he was not one of us
at the grass=roots; we did not trust him, I reminded him that
until recently (when he lost his County job) he had been
most zealous in prosecuting our people on bshalf of the op-
pregsor and that he had sent to prison some of the same
youths that he now sought to represent. Moreover, I continued,
to divulge the names and addresses of ghetto militants, if one
knew them, would only insure thelr arreat by police officlals,
Undaunted by what he probably considered my stubormness in
view of his repeated protestations of sincerity and honesty,
ha then sugzested a meeting in court on the followling day

1. A HUAC There were three, according to Police Commissioner Frank
Felicetta

2. * Frame Up, at 10:30. The first was at 1412 and a half Jefferson Ave, A
second was at 289 High

Subcommittee Hearing last August and the press, the psychiatriec ax-
amination, the interference with my mail, and the severing of the
indictment originally placed against Geraldine and me, etc. are, of
necessity, defensive acts (contrived to protect the original frame-up}
resting on a rotten foundation. It is easy to see, therefore, why
their defensive acts became untenable at the slightest challenge;
the greater the challenge, the more hasty and ill-contrived defen-
ges must the frightened oppressor put up to shore up his crumbling
position and protect the original frame-up from exposure; but since
every defense he puts up is based on the rotten foundaticn, .each de-
fense makes himmore vulnerable than before and hastens his eventual
exposure and defeat. é 7

The U. 8. faces a parallel dilemma in Vietnam. It is
being defeated by midget Vietnam because its very reason for being
in Vietnam in the first place is unjustifiable. Therefore, regard-
less of what the U. 8. does in Vietnam, it cannot defend its presence
there either militarily or politically -- as events are proving.
Each new shipment of U. 8, troops to Vietnam provides a new target for
the V. C. to ambush; every U. S. base or stronghold is convertible
inte a trap like Khe Sanh; every lie told to the American people --
such as our winning the war, and the bogus attack on U. S. warships
in Tonkin Gulf -- is exposed. Only by challenging and opposing their
lies and acts in the streets, courtroom and battlefield will we de-
feat the fascist oppressors.

Martin

"It's terrible that the crooks are on the outside
and the good people in the jails."

-~ Mae Mallory

"Malcolm X developed his ideology in jall. In jail
you are faced with nothing but the bare facts of impri-
sonment, and this is exactly what the Black masses are
facing on the ocutside. I would say that the jails are
the universities of the Black masses."

-~ Kathleen Cleaver

"For Black militants, experience in jail parallels
the experience of imprisonment which the Black masses
have in the ghettes.”

-~ Bobby Seale



The Struggle Against Oppression ] _ épé

Mareh 1, 1968

Dear Jerry,

Received yours dated. February 20% and am glad that I
succeaded ~- despite-the strenuous efforts of "Mad Dog" Marshall to
blogk it:-~"in pulling the legal and peychiatric covers off "the goons
of the racist-militarist power structure and exposing the methods em- "
ployed -by them 'to frame-up, coerce, intimidate and eliminate '(via
prison, -insane asylum and assassination) those who oppose their fas-
cist policies.

It is the duty of us activists who are fortunate enough to
be locked in combat with the fascists, not enly to Viﬁgorously."_stx_-u_gg‘le»,
against ‘them with every weapon at our disposal, but to dramatize the
struggle, the issues, our tactics, and the viciousness, cruél&mf@qﬁ_.
reactionary nature of the oppressor.(ZOnly'by personal example can we
hope to reach, awaken and inspire the masses to action against fas-
cist oppression’]

The inspiration, example and hope which the hereic strug-
gle of the people of Vietnam gives to millions of little people lijee
us all over the world best illustrates this point. Another hercic
example was that of the thousands of Black freedom fighters of Watts,
Detroit, Newark, Buffalo, Rochester and other cities who, though un-
armed, fought against the tanks unleashed against them by the fright-
ened rulers after they defeated the combined forces of the city and
state police goons. The anti-war demonstration in Washington, D., C.
last fall and the demonstrators' defiance of the awesome display of
force emplédyed by the frightened top dogs to fend off the angry mas-
ses from the very deoor of their lair was another inspiring and heroic
dramatization of the struggle which awakened millions of people the
‘world over. On a smaller scale and local level -- but equally im-
portant, inspiring and heroic ~- are the thousands of small anti-war
picket lines in hundreds of cities —- like the ones by our group-here
in Buffalo -- who daily brave the assaults, jailings, abuse, doercion
and intimidation of the police goons, paid scabs, fascists and brain-
washed fools.

With all the above heroic examples to guide and inspire
me, how can I take a different stand and still consider myself a
fighter against oppression and militarism? T was fighting the op-
pressor outside. I am &till following the same tactics. #As in. the
cage of the bookshop, T am refusing to allow these fascist goons
to coerce and intimidate me into giving up and cooperating in the
legal lynching they have been struggling to give me.  The recent
backfiring of their tactiec of subjecting me to psychiatric intimi-
datibn is a case in point. ' )

Since the original arrest was a frame-up, the fantastic
#50,000 bail, Felicetta's and Amico's lies to the Senate Internal

Tor ithe conference, Tha

between him, the "gang leaders” -and myself. =-=-1F .8ny of -the"
leaders were in, the.oqurtroon, He:seid that:he. had “noticed
many nelgh oed’ yo Very ioourt proceeding.
and'that possidly some of. them were: leaders and
Iﬂﬂ'forsthe”£0110W1hg'

for the coriference, .30_84-ns_y_,th1s..s‘-.,aq,:-;._ani-{:pppontunlty to. talk
with ‘my friends in -Semi=-privacy, receive: news from the out-
slde, "expose ‘the ‘Unels "Tom.-and alert ‘the community ‘and m)14.

tant youth, I told him that. I would-see him''in ‘sourt the

next day -and"that he should have. everything ready, . 1
(before I went to .‘odﬁrﬂ I had anoﬁher

~'The ‘next day
visltor at’ the Jall, Mr. Boeoelo, the :public: defender, came
to reiterate Unols Tom's: ffer-and .to voluntesr his office:
tie ‘confer _ f_tarnqon‘.Bppoi‘o.5-‘mﬁde.:-"'-itha:ne.oes;arr
arrangementa to: use ‘hig offigce ‘and he.asked.me-as soon aa-I::

entered “‘the ‘courtroom if any of ‘the young: "gang leadera"‘were

prregent? ‘I’ told him no, .Others -ue;reu--pre'sent_:,'fhowevar,' ~wWho:
would relate’ the message .of ‘negotiation to the -leaders, ‘Bocelo
asked me“to pick out “those who .I wanted in the confersnoe -
Toom, ‘I plcked out eight or nine. friends inoluding a Spokeaman
for'my Defense Commlttee and Geraldine, Uncle Tom did not .
appear-in the courtroom that. day,. Before.the conference got
fairly under.way, the same dilatrict attorney who, .a raw days
earller, had asked the scourt to set ball at $50,000, now
atuck hilsg-headin’ the iroom and anneuno to:Mr,. Boocliokt
he would not objeot If my bail wa ‘
Booclo replied that he wonld maks
conference -~ this ‘being an induc
cooperation.' However, they wers
thils conferense to ny advantage:’ cl
with my friends end to expoSe the tr
were employing to discover and. 3
communlty and thus attempt to prem

of revolt that weekend,

the' literature, They even started 'h
the Bookehop and making the . shop a.’
would be easy to explain. the.sudden upt
and ‘sale of “my llterature ‘by.-saying. itk
natural consequence or cumulative'ef: 00!

of Marxisteoriented and.Black natlonalist books,
pamphlets ‘and leaflets whioh I have sold, loaned out and given
away during’ the last two .years, But-I.would ‘belying 1£° I told
you that, my friends, and by .misleading: you-I would be helping
the enemy. Now thils 1a not to say that I wasn't making sny @ -

3. * The Alternative Community in Buffata, 1965-76 B. Martin Sostre
Bookseller Turned Black Revolutionary (1967). The Buffalonian, 2001. Retrieved 7
July 2011,

4. * Powell, Elwin. 'B. Martin Sostre Baokseller Tumed Black Revolutionary

(1967)". The Alternative Community in Buffalo, 1965-76. The Buffalonian,
Ratrieved December 20, 2011, .



headway in spreading the word because I was, But the pace, 2
though steady, was very slow, In comparlson, the sudden upturn
ocovering the period of June 1, 1967 through July 14th (the day
of the Gestapo attack)} equaled or bettered the previous six
month period, I belleve I know the reason for thls phenomenon,

It just so happened that during the month of June
there prevalled 1n the Afro community in Buffalo an lmpending
revolt, There had already been several minor skermishes with
the pollece in which nelghborhood orowds took arrested persons
out of the hands “of the police, Temslon buillt up which flnally
exploded at the end of June when the police supplled the needed
spark -- as usual, Durlng the three nights of the revolt, when
all the shops 1n my area =- both Black and white owned a-
closed early, I stayed open untll 3 A,M., thereby providing a
refuge (from the tear gas being indisoriminately sprayed in
the streets by the police) for meny passers-by and freedom
fightera, The shop stayed packed and the cops outsids didn't
like 1t, but there was nothing they could do, I had the right
to stey open -- as long as I wanted to, Needleas to mention, I
made political hay 1n denouncing the pollce brutality going on
outside to the large crowds in the gtore, Then, after a rousing
speeoh, I would go to the shelf and gick up an ?zgrgpriate book
or pamphlet, like Robert F, Williams® Negroes W uns or Pre-
01vf; War Black Netlonallsm or a pamphiee by Malcolm X or
= Liberator Magazine, ets, and
Bhow Tthem & photo or & draw-
ing or read an appropriate
passage, With interest stim-
ulated I would make several
sales and create several new
freedom flghters, Now aven
previous to the revolt, I
have always agitated, dlscus.
sad and debated the current
political issues in the same
manner, Bat during the revolt
{and for the next two weeks
when the images of the many
brutal acts were sti1ll fresh
in pecople's minds) I had
something concrete that was
currently happening right out-
glde for everyone to Se8 =
namely, the lnvasion of the
Black commanity by droves of
white armed police who were
indisoriminetely shooting tear
gag and bullets, beating up
and arresting Black men, women and shildren and commltting other
depravities, All that was mlsslng were the cattle prods., No one
could argue against these concrete facts!

The two weeks rollowing the revolt (until I was
framed on July 1l4th) were the best I ever had —- politically,

5. * Churchili, Ward; Wall, Jim Vander (2002). Agents of Repression: The
FBl's Secret Wars Against the Black Panther Party and the American Indian
Movement. South End Press. p. 61. ISBN 978-0-89608-646-3.

6. * Gross, Gerald J. (March 23, 1972). “Lefter to the Editor: The Case of
Martin Sostre”. The New York Review of Books. Retrieved September 3, 2015

alsc be obstructed and conflscated aB wss the legal document
which I sent te you attached to my letter to you of June 4! 1968,
I wiil give it to you (as well as the minutes of the pre-trial
proceedings I mentioned in my previous letters) when you visit

me, lS/

T am also belng prevented from doing research on my
appeal because these people are wlthholding from me .most of my
lew books - including issues of the Harvard Law RBevlew whioch I
recelved last month - legal papers, notes, coples of legal docu-
ments pertaining to my case, etc, They are even withholding
from me my Websters Colleglate Dlctlonary, necessary for my
legal work, which I brought te prison from Hrle County Jail,

As I mentloned to you in my last letter, the Warden
would not glve me the last letter you wrote to me, All these
aotione are motivated by racism and we can prove it, No one else
i8 subjected to this oppression or restrictions for the reasom
he is using to oppress me, namely: "“practlsing lew without a
law degree", I am challenging this ln court.as well as his in-
torference with my appeal by wlthholding my legal materials
and his subjecting me to unusua) punishment,

T am being held In virtual lncgﬁmugloggo. IT;m ng;

to write family untll after thirty days, e only
g:zmit:;épa;nitted 2% write i8 you, But as I =ald, the Warden
has obstructed your last letter amd has refused to give 1t to
me, He read me one sentence from 1t and sald that that was all
he wanted me to dnow, No other inmate 1s subjlected to this
treatment, This oppression and racism must be challenged now
and brought out in the open. When the obstructed documept is
gubpoenaed, the real reason for lts obstruoction wlll become
manifest to all,

July 11, 1968

Although I wrote you yesterday I am writing agaln
today so as to enable you to follow the sequence of events and
circumstances whlch are formlng a definite pattern too unmis
takable to be denled and subatantlating the proposed action
I mentioned in my previous letters,

Today, July 1ith, I was informed by the Principal
Keeper that I had two prison infractions agalnet me, whersupon
I was taken out of my c¢ell to a room where they held "court”
and I waa charged with having in the property they had wlthheld
from me a letter belonging to another inmate and further charged
with writing to Jeanette Merrill under my slater's name, My
explaining to them that my slater®s address 1is Letlcla Sostre,
¢/o E, Merrill, which 1s already on record, proved unavalling
and I was punished to 90 days loss of good time and had my
Bister removed from my writing list, I ar thus, no longer per-
mitted to write to her, I am belng systemsatlically cut off from
all contacts in the ocutside world and 1n the prison.

















































































