Tmited States right now. They don't have to be. The key
to their liberation is resistance. .

That resistance can be Ainspired. by th@ zines you $end
to pr:!.scmers.. .

. The next. revolution begims with ymz» .
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.. INTRODUCTION .
Death 2 Authori ty  1s an historical 1@33«:»1:1 in
solidarity-in-practice. It demonstrates that we often
underestimate our power to, create socml and, politmal
change, whal:ever our circumstances.

- DEATH 2 AUTHORITY .

", . .l‘hey could lock up my body but r:ot; my spirit:"' that
was with the people.; The spirit of revelution will,
cont:inug to grow within the' prisons. I look forward to a
time when all inmates will offer greater resistance by
refusing to woxk as I did. Such a simple move would
bring the machinery of t:he panal syst.em to a halt..."

‘ﬁ '?--Huey Newton, Revolutionary Suicide

Tt starr.ed simple ‘enough, A couple guys in A-block
want:ed to form a reading and. discussion group, They sat
down_in t:he day~roem with four others and wrote letters

for .free 1iterat:ure ‘to_ books-to-prisoners. groups,

inqluding a. couple of ARCs. With the materi&ls they
received, they began a d;lscussion._ The first bock: ABCs
of Anarchism by Alexander Berkman. The second book was

George Jackson's, Blood in My Eye.

In order to deal with snooping staff and snitchea,
participants in. the discussion group. brought. bibles. to
the meetings  and, whenever anyone approached  they
pretended .to have & bible study. In realit:y, thay
discussed wbether government was thrair enemy; and what
they could do about that enemy.

They began writing. projects and sent. the finished
project to free-world ‘Anarchists who print:ed off copies
of their. work. . They called. themselves The Conditions
Factory, based on a quote by George. Jackscm ("¥here the
cond;tions for revolution are not - pr:s.,qent, they must be
manufactured. o "Y.. They-manufactured the' candit:ions for
revolut;ionw in The Condi tions Factory. As they f;tudied
more . and more, some  of the part:w;i pants became
proclaimed Anarchist:s. They saw that no one could be
free so lcmg as the State existed. But how could a
handful of pris«:mors in Toledo dc; anything to refsist the

Sf'ﬂ;& st. udy group began to address that quesum., 'mey
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brain-stormed. They wmﬁ:ef"- -up- their own resistance
manual . )

The marual covered a wide mnga o t:opices. T ‘began
with * organizing, ‘how to hold metmgs. "Then’ they
discussed methods of resistance they coiuld undertake’
against the prison.  Sabotage included cutting phone
sopds with toepail - cl:i.ppars, stealing paperwork from
staff, jaming locks with paperclips or stapl@s., Theft
of resources includad st@aling food from é.:he chawhan,
throwing away cups and spcxms, “and punciaing Holes’ |
milk bagxa to let milk run dowp the drain to
enemy to purchmse more resnumes. )

Third, they developed a strategy for whm to do wher
going to the hole. They felt it was best to prepare for
getting caught so that, if and when it happened, it
would -not . be. such’'a shocking ordeal. They brain-stormed
ways in which resisters in population could support
comrades in the hole. 'Ihey excl wnged pm—-"fmit&:cn pL! ters
m “supporters and friends so tlmt, if ‘anyone was
he' would kriow that friends and family would soon recei‘ve
letters and kinow how to make phone calls and support him
through  bis ordeal. They’ made arcangements to ' get’
envelopes and paper, and ‘coded messages rs in
the hole. = Lo

Once the manual was fi nis}md,~eaeh of i:hem re
wag tim to get start@d.

“One' thing we had to face" s, in ‘prisén, t:hei‘e s ,a:

gr;eat deal of skepricism that  any kind of resist“
happen, and even. if 4t happens,_} it won't
anything,” one guerrﬂla observed. "Sc» ‘what _we
doing, whether we knew it or not, wag ma]‘}ngr
hreaking@ We didn't see it that way, but it was.®
“The Conditions Factory decided to cieate a separate,
umdergmxmd organization: Death 2 Authority (DZA). RN
"It  was significant that the name was Death 2
Autheriﬁy rather than Dﬁath 2 the Authorities, '
guerrilla., “It wasn't a matter of death to'a warden or
to an adnmlnimmtor, but “death to_the institution of
authority. Tou can't just get Tid of "a person :m
auﬁ:hoxrity, y«m have to get xid oﬁ sauth@rity pem '
In order to confuse ‘the enemy as to their numbem,

they designated themselves as Column 4. “"Colimns one
theough three didn't.exist, but. prisom. -administrators
had no way to know that,” one guerrilla explained.
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what?" et - v L
, "Imagin@ if we had DZA guerrillaﬂ at: each of the
mediun prisons where everything is wide op@m W@'d lwld
the government hostage. What could they do? Put us in
prison?” He laughed. "Thing is, it a11 went down so fast
and the thing took off on us, we couldn't catch up with
the action. We needed to have a newsletter in advance of
things. We really did.”

Another guerrilla pondered what would have happened if
DZ2A had been able to share thelr experience with
established prison gangs. If the gangs bad unified
against the common enemy of the prison system, that kind
of selidarity among prisoners could not be defeated.

“Tt will happen agasin,” one guerrilla predicted. "It
will happen. And when it does, the system won't be able
to stand. It needs our cmpemﬂ:im. It requires us to
hug our own chains. And just think, if we could do that
here where there's a guard every few vards, imagine what
this says sbout what cam be done on the m:h@r: aide of
the fence?

"When we were resisting... we were the future, And we
knew it."

K &

AFTERWORD

The names of the writer and other priscmers involved
in the production of this zine must remain anonymous for
obvious reasons. For that matter, it would be wise not
to name free~world supporters who inspired the events
recounted here. Still, the efforts of free-world people
to provide free reading materials and comsclousness—
raising tools to prisoners canmot be underestimated.
Without free-world Anarchists engaging in action on a
daily basis, Death 2 Authority would not have developed.

Without free-world Anarchists, there would be no means
by which those victimized by the systems of justice and
corrections could come to mcogm&?e their true valve as
taman  beings, come to grips with the reality of
occupation and colonization they face, and take action
in defense of their own human dignity.

There are 2.3 million men and women behind bars in the




the problem of D2A., They pressured snitches ' for
information and eventually posted a kind of "Wanted"

poster in the blocks seeking information- about: a gang !

called D2A. They then bepan random round-ups.
“The strategy was, toss someé guys in the hole  and
pressure them for information. Sooner or' la#:er, you'll

catch- somebody who lmws something and he'll give up af

name, - ‘Then, you snag that' guy and -pressure’ him; "

explained a guerrilla. "The smitch that finally 'did’us
harm really didn't know anythmg at all. He just’ guessed'

at the identity of some of the -guerrillas; and he
- guessed right. The enemy rounded up a couple of us. We
didn't know why, so we sent coded messages back to them

in the hole.: We sent . them: envelopes and paper, and we
tactics., ' That . way, '~ the
campaign was
continuing and they may believe they e.aught the wrong'

continued - guerrilla 4
ad.min.istration would ~see -‘that the

puys.

“Some of the guys in the hole had done ncthing at a}.l '

Nothing ' ahyone could prove. ‘So what the administration

did, they dropped ‘their status and sent them to medium

 prisons. From the hole. That's how they split us up."

Others returned to population with' targets on their

backs, No resistance could happen without them getting

rounded ‘back ' up and b@ing sub Jpcted t;o mind—mmbingv

deprivations.
"What we did, it ww»;n't a complete failm:ea It was'a

success, real ?137° Our tactics worked. We proved that a

small group of guerrillas with high levels' of internal

golidarity could moumt an effective registance’ ' that

disrupted ‘the operation of the prison. If amall groups

of - guerrillas employed these tactics at every prison,

the whole: systém would «ollapse. There were never more
than ‘ten or twelve of s at any ' btime. Bat’ the

administration thought we had these great mm‘nber% Afﬁ @r"'

all, we had four columns," a puerrilla laughed..
Anaﬁ:het guerrilla provided analysi@* "Imkmg back

what we did wrong 'was, we didn't: have an. effective*

~method of informing the population what was going on. If
we bad come up with an effective newsletter or something
in advance, .wa‘ - may have - “inspired a ‘full~blown
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"There was only six of us, and we never numbered. more
than ten, but the administration was:conwi. mced s:hem was
fifty or a hundred of us.”

-They began their actiong. in March. 2008 a@nding &
commmique to the warden and to the major, ﬂ;@lling them
they would, not get control of their prison back. until
D2A's demands were met. Some of the demands, like better
food . and larger pora:ions, were demands the prison could-
- and did -~meet. But others, such as increasing state
pay, were policy decisions that had to be addressed by
the . depaxt:ment itself. . "We knew thatt," . sald one

guerrilla. "We did that on purpose. We knew. Toledo

couldn’t meet demands without getting central office
involved, and for that to happen, central office would
have. to know = there was mdex:gmund puerrilla
resistam:e happenﬁng at the prison. So, we figured the
demand . wouldn't be met and we could po right on
resistmg ‘That was, really the plam all along anyhow."

. The. same day that the warden received the first D2A
cammmnlque (no ., fingerprints, disguised handwriting),
guernillas Jamned the locks of the comuissm, the wnit
managers’ offices, the case nanagers’ ofﬁcas, the
education. snpetvisor 's office, and ‘several locks in the
kitchen. Potatoes were jammed into the chow-hall drains,
causing the pan-room sink water -to flood the entire
kitchen and officers' dining hall.. The. symbol for D2A
was scrawled on a wall in the hallway. .

So . as, to not draw artantion to . the problem,
admmistrators had the locksmith work on third shift,
unjamming and weplacing the locks. This prevented other
prisoners from seeing just: how disruptwe lockw jammingv
really was. :

“Their biggesaﬂ: fear was t:hm: 0ther pri.mners would
join in,” a .guerrilla observed. "They wanted no
attention drawn to what was going on.”

Iﬁmﬁdiately, the administration reacted. They . lined
corrvections officers in the hallway to shake down
prisoners to and from. chow, even making them remove
their shoes. "They were looking for staples and chunks
of paperclips, the stoff we used to jam the locks,
explained one guerrilla. “"But. what we did, we hid t:he.
staples in our mouths and re~doubled . our. lock= jamming
right under their noses." When D2A sabotaged. the dreinic
dispensers, causing water to pour out onto the floor of
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the chow hall, msintenance put a lock on the handlé;‘

That same day, "p2a jammed the loek, ‘making it impossible
to fill the dispenser. When they cut off the lock' to
£ill i¢, D2A sabotag@d _it' agaﬁ n, causmg wat:er to spili
@ve,,wwhema ‘

Guerrillas éut the ' m@u% off of t:hm@ staff computers
and placed them in a manila emvelépe addressed to the
warden with a note inside. Tt said, "Three blind mice...

Three blind mice... —~D2A." ‘They used prayer-oil bottles

filled with salt water to fry several other computers,

They jammed all the locks that had been mplaced, t:hen
jemmed them again.,

"Even though there were very few of us, we were in all
three blocks, so we had access to all the officed.’ With
just six people, you could jam every lock dm vex:y
single hallway. The camissm vas always starting late

because their deor was jammed. That made the eomnissary‘

lady, a real tyrant, have to work late past her shift,”
said one guerrilla. "Also, we started using the black
gunk from the windows and doors and putting it’ on the
staples we jammed inte locks. That way, when staff put
their key 'in, tha&: black gunk would lodge the st:aple- in
there and make a real mess. They had to x:eplace al] the
locks. That had to be expensive)"

Very shoctly, ‘the food greatly improved and” t,ha food’
portions incressed. "Really, we only wanted what we were
entitled to,” a guerrilla said. "They had" ‘beén skiﬂrping
on' us for 'a long time, robbing us of our food.
weren't getting portions as required by policy. '?:hen we
came along, and we started petting fed right."” B

‘Then, a posting was placed on the bulletin boards in
the housing units: The director of the depaz?s:ment had
changed policy regarding staw pay. Rather Ehan al}.owmg
for collection of court costs to reduce prisoners’ to
only $10 per wonth, prisoners could retain $15. For the
majority of prisoners, this constituted a pay raise.

"It seems like too much of a coincidenice to think that
“this’ pmlicy change occurring during - the DA campaign had
nothing to do with our demands,” a guex:mlla conmarxt@d.
“They would never admit it, but that was 2 teﬁp@nse w
what we were doing. Guaranteed.”

pmpagm}irf {}b%‘y dﬁpt?iesultg ci‘m e&famng @ - new etteg
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because the librarian would snoop through materials to -
get. qopied. They had no w&y to msti”prodme a n@wslee;mr;
thmugh copying.- ‘

"That's where we. hadn't plzmned enough," a. guerrilla
admitted.: "We thaught everybody would - see. what. was
happening but; the administration worked hard to keep it
under wraps. We had to develop a- way to- get the nessage

out:: 'This is what we're doing and this is why.’ We had

to inspire other prisoners to join, Which was the prison
adminj.sctrat;im a8 greatest fear."

One Friday evening, guerrillas Jammed Lhe usual lccks
of. the, of fices and «commissary; -and then. jammed the locks
of .:all- the. staff bathrooms. - ‘They ...also:  coordinated
jamming locks to the. supply and: dxy-goode rooims im the:
kitchen. Staff had to -share the ' bathroom in ‘the
captain's office all weekend. Breskfast was ‘delayed ion

‘Saturday morning until the. locksmith could get: into the

freezers and the dry goods.

"We had big plans," a guerrilla confided. "We . sent
kites to :staff, warning them that D2A . guerrillas-would
be putting . bmkan glass found on. the yard into the

staff's food in.the officers’ dining hall. As a result,

no; staff were eating the cheap food on the State's dime.
They were. .all. packing. a lunch, and that created a
bottlerneck at - shift change because all of their
incoming lunches had to be searched like all other
property. Guards had: to show up ‘ten or Lwem:y mimntas
earlier and wait in line, .

"That was justice, I.:think. Hem z:heae asahales were .
assaulting us and lying on us. and breaki,np OUr property
on a-daily basis, and we were fixing their food. Fixing
their: food! They should feel afraid. Finally, they did.”

‘A guerrilla sabotaged. .a i machine at  Ohio Penal
Industries, shutting down pwduction for a week until
the machine cquld be repaired. "The fact is," sald one
guerrilla, “that O0.P.I. factories generate millions of
dollars for the prison. system and if ‘prisoners could
sabotage them or simply refuse to work: them, the entire
prison system would crash. They wouldn't have the money
to . un dit. Frisonex:s would : go home and the State would
have to come up with something better to address the’

rohlem of crime:gnce and for:all.” g
pfﬁ;nmistramrs fheld several. asmff nmetmgs to di BCUSS'




