that wasn't just armed self-defense, but about feeding people, housing,
clothing you know. Those things that keep people going, as well as their
own organizers. B

J: And one of the things that really has to be done, especially right now, is
we have to fight against this whole notion that we can use electoral
politics. if we are going to build revolutionary organizers, create the
conditions for revolutionary community organizing, we're going to have to
reiect this whole notion. And that's gonna be a big battle.

L: That's right. [Lorenzo agree}ng in background]

J: Alot of people are gonna be saying “you have to vote.” Well.... you don't
have to vote if the people who are running for office are not going to
change the conditions in your community. Why do you have to vote for
them? You do not have to vote for them. You could get your community to
have its own community elections, where you choose people within your
own community outside of the Democratic or Republican Party to be
accountable to the people, to deal with the issues in your community. |
see this as being a really key thing. There is too much focus on electoral
politics right now. Unti! we get past it we're not going to be successful.

L: We need to create alternatives. We need to create people's assemblies
that are independent and autonomous of all this garbage. And by doing
this we can reach people and educate, organize, and put them in .
opposition to the government, the State. We should be fighting for dual
power. We need to build a mass movement to free political prisoners, end
mass imprisonment, especially among communities of color. We need to
combat State violence from police and vigilantes, fight austerity and
poverty imposed by the government. We need to defeat fascists in the
streets and in the government and corporate suites. Start survival
campaigns that begin to build a new economy 1o soften the blow of the
collapse of this system, which is coming. We also need to build' a black
partisan/worker's militia. I'm not saying it wili be done tomorrow or it
should be done tomorrow, but we need to be doing these things if we are
gonna go from oppression to liberation. 1 guess the main thing we can say
is that we have to build an ant-fascist movement that is a movement
fighting for revolution .... for social revotution. f it's not ready to do that
then it is just a defensive organization, which will be defeated in due time.
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Building a Community-Based
Anti-Fascist Movement "

Lorenzo Kom'bou Ervin & JoNina Abron-Ervin

The Black Panther Party & Black
Anti-Fascism in the United States

by Robyn C. Spencer

Fascism has been thrust into the mainstream political vocabulary of
the United States after the election of President Donald Trump on a
platform grounded in xenophaobia, corporate dominance, and right-wing
white nationalism. After the election, search engines and online
dictionaries reported a dramatic increase in users seeking to define the
term. News outlets from Al Jazeera to Forbes to the Washington Post
published articles analyzing how Trump fits into fascist paradigms. Most
recently, The Nation Magazine chronicled the long history of anti-fascist
organizing in Europe and the United States to inspire activists engaged in
resistance at this political moment. Biack history has been marginalized in
this burgeoning contemporary discourse about fascism. Analyses of the
US as fascist have a long history in the Black intellectual tradition. Black
thinkers like Harry Hayward, Claudia Jones, George Jackson and Kuwasi
Balagoon used fascism as an anaiytical framework to undersiand the rise
of segregation in the South after Reconstruction; white populism at the
turn of the 19th century; land and labor struggles in the Black Belt South,
and the evolution of capitatism in the 1970s.

The Black Panther Party played a prominent role’in the modern
history of Black anti-fascism. Panther leaders were deeply influenced by
“The United Front Against Fascism,” a report by Georgi Dimitroff delivered
at the Seventh World Congress of the Communist international in July-
August 1935.

By 1969, the Panthers began to use fascism as a theoretical
framework to critique US political economy. They defined fascism as “the
power of finance capital” which “manifests itself not only as banks, trusts




and monopolies but also as the
human property of FINANCE
CAPITAL - the avaricious
businessman, the demagogic
politician, and the racist pig cop.” ‘ WE WUST DEVELOP A

The Black Panther newspaper UNITED FRONT

began to feature excerpts from

Dimitroff's writings-and articles : AGMNST

with titles such as “Fascist Pigs ;
must withdraw their troops from F A sc ' s M
our communities or face the eaiatugfing ‘
wrath of the armed peo_p[e." WH;V'!‘; !'!:n awg e o
“Students Struggle Against . :
Fascism,” and “Medicine and '
Fascism.” The Panthers | el
advertised local showings of films ‘ o
like Z about fascism in Greece .
and used their iconic artwork asa .
cultural tool to visually : ST
demonstrate anti-fascist
resistance.

In July 1969 close to 5,000 activists from organizations like the
Black Students Union, Communist Party USA, Los Siete de ia Raza,
Southern Christian Leadership Conference, Students for a Democratic
Society, Third World Liberation Front, Young Lords, Young Patriots, Youth
Against War and Fascism, and the Progressive Labor Party flocked 10
Oakland, California’s Municipal auditorium in response to the Black
Panther Party's call for allies to gather and strategize against fascist
conditions in the United States. This United Front Against Fascism (UFAF)
conference was an important moment in the history of the Black Freedom
movement and the New Left. The Panthers hoped to create a "national
force” with a "common revolutionary ideology and political program which
answers. the basic desires and needs of all people in fascist, capitalist,

racist America.” At the opening session, Seale called for unity of action
arguing that “we will not be free until Brown, Red, Yellow, Black, and alf

other peoples of cotor are unchained.”

On the first day of the UFAF Panther leaders, activist professors,
movement lawyers, labor éctivists, radical politicians and others
addressed the crowd in the large auditorium untit midnight. The second
day was organized into workshops on fascism and women, workers,
students, political prisoners, potitical freedom, heaith and religion.

PEQMLE ' OREOANRY ATIONS ' CALAH™ YIFTIES!
POLITICAL PARYIES® WCHOKERS ' ATLHIMTYY
FLASANT-FARMERS | YOU THE LUMPEN® POOR l
PHORLE. BLACK PECPLE. MEXHCAN AMERICAMS.
PUERTO RICAMNS CHINESE ETC ETC
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thousands over the last few decades. We've had hundreds of thousands
of peaple killed. And more killed by the United States in military conftict
abroad. So we need to understand this as being a question of confronting
the State. This rethinking is about that. We're asking organizers to begin
to rethink. To understand that it is time to build a broader levet of
organization. Not just in the streets or a one-off protest. But to reach
people on the everyday level and train them, so that they can then go and
tell other people, and build organizations on a local level. It may just be
black by block. We don’t know. We've seen these things happen in the
past. But they haven’t been seen in this period. Therefore, we have to
adopt new tactics. That's one of the things | would say.

Other thing is to bring together these movements, these different
forces. Bring together the movement against police terrorism with the
movement against mass imprisonment. Bring together all kKinds of forces,
including whatever is happening in particular communities. These fronts
will differ from region to region, City to city, but whatever those
contradictions are, whatever they're organizing around.... you even got
some churches that could be used! You got radical preachers, or
whatever.

| think that’s important to emphasize: the idea of community-based
organizing is to reach masses of people, who you can educate and bring
inta the struggle. If you got in your whole movement 5,000 people, well
then the objective is to bring in 50,000. And have those numbers and go
out in the community and politically educate them. So that's what we
need to do. We need to escalate our level of organizing and understanding
as well. And we need to learn. From movements in the past like the Black
Panther Party. They practiced and created a whole movement of Black
anti-fascism—or black-led anti-fascism. The actual conditions and the

poverty of the masses of people requires us 10 organize a movement for
tood and housing, movements against imprisonment, and within the

communities where so many go int0 prison create programs to reunite
them, to offer transpontation, and s forth. These are the kinds of
programs we need to think about in this period. But ona broader scale, |
even think we need to think about a poor people’s survival movement, Or
a “survival econormy,” if you want to call it that. This is something comrade
George Jackson talks about in Biood in My Eye (1971). He talked about
building these kinds of environments within a city that could feed people,
and politically educate people, etc. He was of course basing this on the
history of the Black Panther Party, and he saw it:as a longer-term kind of
thing. The creation of a resistance economy and a resistance movement




system really works. {"ve always said and tried to make people understand
that this is a white republic that was created from slave labor—the

conditions of slavery as a pedestal for the creation of American capitalism.

And most so-called white radicals denounce that. Even though that i‘-j
doesn’t come from me.... that comes from Marx! [laughter] That comes
from Karl Marx himself. tt's quite interesting. This kind of thinking, of not
understanding how this country was created and how it actually functions
means that the movement will always make these kinds of ideological
errors. Where they see things from the perspective of a white petty
bourgeois perspective. This will always happen until they understand
what's really happened. | mean people are being killed in this country.
People are being tortured in prison, And all they can tell us is about some
Nazi on the street. Nazi's have to be stopped, ves. But we need to
understand that the greatest threat of fascism is State power. Fascism is
a decayed capitalist system. And if we understand that—understand that
these peapie in the streets aren't linked to that yet, but are creations of
that.... that's why Trump was able to use them... use their misery, use
their unemployment, use their racism. And if we don’t understand this you
can't ideologically defeat them. You got to understand we have to combat
the government itself. The fascist State.

What are some of the first steps you would like to see organizers
in oppressed Black, Brown, and Indigenous communities take in
the process of building a mass anti-fascist movement today
What are some steps we as listeners and learners can make
toward achieving the type of movement you are imagining?

L: Well, in actual fact, people are organizing now. It's not like they're not.
Even though | have some differences of opinion with Black Lives Matters
type groups, the fact that it came into existence and have been organizing
during this period is important. But they need to take it to another level.

We're saying that organizers and activists have to rethink tacticaily, and
. understand that community-based organizing where they palitically

educate the people in their communities is the key. We're telling people
who are already doing this work to take a different approach and think
atout this system in terms of being fascism. Take police killings for
instance. Police killings are in fact fascism. Especially when they are
systematic potice killings, where we've had essentiaily hundreds of

Vigorous debates erupted between conference attendees over Marxist
theory; the “male showrnanship” of some speakers; the structure of the
conference; and the implications of community control of the police. Some
of the most provocative discourse at the UFAF came out of the women's
workshop where Panther wornen discussed male supremacy as a 2
reflection of capitalism and argued that “there cannot be a successful
struggle against Fascism unless there is a broad front and women are
drawn into it.” The role of state repression in stifling dissent was a central
theme and many speakers touched on the issue of political prisoners as
evidence of the operation of fascism in the United States. The Pa nthers,
under heavy infiltration and attack by the FBI's counterintelligence
program by this time, positioned combatting state violence as the core of
anti-fascist organizing.

This orientation was evident on the last day of the conference which
was devoted to the Panthers detailed plan to decentralize police forces
nationwide. They proposed amending-city charters to establish
autonomous community-pbased police departments for every ity which
would be accountable to local neighborhood police control councils
comprised of 15 elected community members. They taunched the
National Committees to Combat Fascism (NCCF), a multiracial nationwide
network, to organize for community control of the police.

After the conference inquiries about starting NCCF cha pters fiooded
into Oakland from Sait Lake City, Utah; Albany, New York: Las Vegas,
Nevada; Toledo, Ohio; Sunflower, Mississippi; Keatchie, Louisiana; Erie,
Pennsylvania; Richmond, Virginia; St. Louis, Missouri and Austin, Texas.
The NCCFs offered a muttivacial group of local activists around the country
a new avenue of involvement in Black Power politics at time when the
Panthers had launched purges and membership freezes to combat
infiitration from COINTELPRO. By April 1970, the FBI recorded 18-22
NCCFs around the country. The story of these NCCF chapters is best seen
in local BPP history. Each chapter evolved differently. Some attracted
activists of color and eventually dovetailed into de facto Panther chapters
like in Louisiana and Detroit, and others remained a separate organization
that served as a base for militant whites ailies, like the Berkeley NCCF
which rallied enough votes to put the Panther's plan for com munity
control of the police on the ballot,

It is unclear to what extent the NCCFs fueled an increased
engagement with fascism at the grassroots leve! and how the solidarity
politics of the United Front evolved over time. Tha conference solidified
the Panthers’ alliance with the Los Siete Defense Committee. The August
16, 1969 issue of The Black Panther included “Basta Ya,” a newsletter In




Spanish that was produced by Los Siete supporters which contained
updates on the case, and announced community programs initiated by
the Defense Committee, siich as a Panther inspired Breakfast for Children
Program In the-Mission District in San Francisco. The rich potential of the
Panthers efforts was deraited by COINTELPRO. Several FBi agents
surveilled UFAF events. One agent, Thornas Edward Mosher, infiltrated the
Panthers' pre-conference planning structure, insinuating himself as a
liaison between groups and attending meetings in leaders’ homes. Heavily
infiltrated by FB! agents whose goal was to collect information, derail
political action, foment violence and plant seeds of 5uspicion and
decimated by raids and arrests of Panthers nationwide, the Panthers
shifted gears. In response to critics inside and outside of the BPP about
the majority white attendance at the UFAF, the Panthers sought to find
common ground with Black people who could “relate to the social practice
of 400 years of brutality and murder perpetrated on us by the fathers of
fascism," yet felt alienated from the Panthers’ lexicon. The history of how
the Panthers organized against fascism locally and natienally in Panther
chapters and NCCF offshoots is essential at this political moment but
remains elusive in both history and memory.
in fate January 2017, fascism remains in the top 1% of words

searched in the US according to Merriam-Webster, leading one news
article to opine that “Americans Worried About Fascism.” Yet the UFAF's
Wikipedia page is two sentences long and does not even acknowledge
that the Panthers were the main impetus behind the conference. The
NCCFs don't even have a Wikipedia page. The history of the UFAF .
demonstrates that discussions about fascism in the US are nothing new. It
shifts the discussion of fascism away from an American exceptionalist
terrain where the US is compared with Furope and government structures
or despotic leaders are analyzed and instead demonstrates the value of
unearthing manifestations of fascism in the lived experiences of Black
people in the US. Perhaps most importantly, this brief glimpse into the
UFAF's history reveals the multiplicity of tactics that the Panthers used to
combat fascism including visual culture, political education, and
grassroots campaigns against state violence. If the growing resistance
movement to Trump's fascism is to realize its potential for societal
transformation, it must draw from the deep well of Biack anti-fascist
resistance.
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is exploited peoples. There's a difference. This country was hased upon
stavery and was based upon genocide and terror that empowered white .
people to build the United States of America. The land thefts from
Indigenous people, and later the Mexicano people. All of these things went
into building this imperial empire. If you are not fixated on anti-imperialist
objectives then you clearly are just a passing trend; a white led movement

for ego gratification or something. 1>
J- Within the white Left, in the United States anyway, there is @ certain

level of paternalism. Some on the white left—not saying all, but some—do
have a paternalistic attitude, like they have to come in and save people of
color. For some it's kind of like a missionary type of attitude. And again, |
want 1o be clear 'm not saying it's true for all white radicals. But | have
seen this kind of attitude in a fair number of them. As if people of color
themselves do not have the strength or the ability and knowledge 1o be
able to organize and fight for themsetves. s always going to be important
for oppressed peoples 10 have autonomy and independence. We work
with white radicals or other progreséive whites on the left maybe, but
peoples of color who are oppressed . . . we have the right to organize
ourselves, to control our OWN struggies and our own lieration. We don't
need people to come in and sort of tell us how to do it, and what to do. We
know what needs to be done. We may need your heip with resources and
things. But we are , oA whatever level, everyday experiencing these
issues. So, there’s that part of it: this sort of paternalistic part ¢n behalf of
some white radicals. The other problem is that what's really been missing
in recent years is that lack of effort and seriousness of most white radicals

~in terms of dealing with racism and white supremacy within the white

working class. Who is gonna organize the white working class? To make
them into revolutionaries. Clearly people of color that is not our
responsibility. We cannot do it. We're too busy dealing with the stuff in our
own communities. It is ultimately the primary responsibility of whites that
say they're revolutionary forces to go in and begin transforming the white
working class. Yet oo many white radicals are unwilling to do this. They
only want their work 16 be centered among peoples of color. And this is &
pig part of the problem; why we haven't made the type of progress we
should be making in this country. Because no one on a serious level, in a
really intense way is really trying to revolutionize white working class in
American. And unless we do that, we're ultimately going to fail. We're not
going 1o be able 10 transform this society the way it needs to be
transformed. '

L We're talking about a kind of lack of real consciousness not only about
racism, but about the foundations in this country and about how this




So fascism is a compilicated, tortured process of definition. But we
do know what it is not. it's not just a bunch of street punks alone who
have no political power. And that somehow they are the most dangerous
element which produces fascism. That's what's captivated the Left at this
point. The whole idea of battling right-wing tendencies in the streets. ) 2~
These “anti-fascists” are confused. But not only are they confused, they
are being led by a type of romanticism and infantile Leftism that prevents
them from being effective. There are really dangerous types of fascism
that the State is capable of. It is the State that we have to fear. Whether
its led by Donald Trump or whomever it's fed by. The State has been doing
things to ensure that whenever the dictator got here, as the final solution,
they'd have an easy time getting in, and doing what he or she needs 10 do.
From that standpoint, | think fascism has different types of definitions
wrapped into one, but also different kinds of contradictions. That’s why it's
so elusive. One thing we can say, o be sure, is that it comes from the
State and capital, it does not come from street punks. We're talking about
a kind of vanguard versus vanguardism here, that has nothing to do with
fighting fascism, whatsoever really. Or fighting racism for that matter.
They're not trying to end white supremacy. They're trying 1c present
themselves in contrast to certain forces, you know. Those forces are
allegedly the evil ones and therefore they are able to project themselves
as the "good” white folks, versus the you know “gvil,” or the dangerous,
treacherous white folks. Something like that. You know. ft's just um...
fanciful... it doesn't do anything about racism. Whatsoever. It doesn't
protect peoples of color, Or communities of color. Doesn't do any of that,

What does a community-based anti-fascist movemnent jook like?

JoNina Abron-Ervin (J): Well if it's gonna be community-based. it has to
deal with the impact of State authoritarianism on people’s everyday lives.
It can't be centered around just going out on a pa rticutar day to counter-
demonstrate against the neo-Nazi's or the Klan. I'm not saying that that's
not important. This is an important thing to do. But that is just sort of an
episodic and event-based thing. You have tp have an pngoing program to
deal with the impact of this kind of authoritarian controt over people’s
lives, and in terms of police terror and State repression. We even have 1o
iook at the issues that have to deal with people’s every day survival; their
ability to have a place to live, their ability to buy food.... what we call the
=gurvival issues.” For instance, it had not necessarily begun in any reafly
major way yet, but elements of the neo-fascist Trump regime have already

Anti-Fascism in the Trump Era

An Interview with
Lorenzo Kom'boa Ervin & JoNina Abron-Ervin

What is fascism? How is it misunderstood by so many people
who call themselves progressives and radicals today?

Lorenzo Kom'boa Ervin (L): People respond to fascism in a number of
different ways. One is to say fascism is a mass revolutionary anti-
democratic movement. That is part. You have these undemocratic forces
which are in the streets, many of which are paramilitary. Then there is
another type of definition: the creation of a new form of authoritarian
governance, directed by corporations, or corporations united with the
State. This is the whole idea of “corporate State.” The definition that
Mussolini himself gave was actually referring to a fascist syndicalism-the
idea of uniting the workers with corporations, and under the control of the
owners of corporations. But then there is the issue of all power to the
State.... and the idea of the leader. "Fuhrer” in Germany, or “H Duce” in
ftaly. That's part of it as well. There is not one definition. it actually
depends on the country. One is the form of governance that's already in
place in a country; the idea that a dictatorial leader can take over a
country that had previously been a so-calied democratic regime. We are
also tatking about the economic form of fascism. So...we got a number of
different aspects of fascism, which doesn’t lend itself to a universal
definition. A lot of times people point to aspects of fascism like hyper-
nationalism, leadership and party dictatorship, corporatism, or racism.
Well, the thing is many countries have these features and they are not
fascist regimes. Every authoritarian regime is not a fascist regime. In point
of fact, it relates to the form of state and the economic structyre. That's
why | said we're talking about a new type of authoritarian governance ran
by corporations. This is what we need to understanré in America. That this
is not the same thing we saw in ltaly. It's a new form. The fascists have
been elected. The fascists and crypto-fascists have been elected. And the
government we have now is actuaily a United Front of different fascist
tendencies. The Tea Party, the Christian Right, the various other groups
within the Republican Party and outside the-Republican Party, along with
elements that are on Wallstreet, financing them.




said they want to eliminate social security. Okay, now, many people will

say “social security? that doesn't have anything to do with fascism!” Well...

if the State prevents peoplé from being able to have income, to support
themselves, for their housing, for their food, clothing, and other things,
that's definitely a form of State terror. People have to’survive on a day-to-
day basis. So if you are going to build a community-based movement,
you're gonna have to have a movement that deals with bread-and-butter
survival issues. Everybody has to have a place to live, food, clothing, and
shelter. And if you are not dealing with those issues then it's not going to
be community-based. Because for people in the community these are the
things they can relate to. It’s not so isclated as going out to confront the
Klan in an demonstration or a protest. You are talking about the everyday
things that people need to survive. The point I'm making is that
community based has to deal with people's everyday concrete material
needs, and it has to organize around those needs.

L: And we have to understand that fascism is longstanding. It isn’t just

' coming at a certain moment and it's here. There has been a long-term
crisis which the fascist regime has brought on. | can mention to you mass
imprisonment: millions of people are already in concentration camps. This

- thing about “well he's gonna build concentration camps...” He doesn't
have to! He's already got the biggest prison establishment in the world,

created by previous American administrations. Whether it was the so-
cailed iiberal Obama administration or thie administration we have.now.
It's been a longstanding creation. From the “war on drugs,: which in itself
' was a program designed to create police militarism and mass
imprisonment. You have that. And police killings. Afl the police killings.
These are as a result of programs that the government created to produce
a sense of crisis. # is also chemical warfare. Drugs, as a weapon of
chemical warfare, and the ability of the police to come along and
supposedly suppress it. Kicking people’s doors in in the middle of the
night. Shooting peopie on the street. All these things have been enabled
by a fascist regime coming into existence. We have to fight the
government. |U's the government who is the arch enemy and the purveyor
of fascism. If we don’t understand that and we think the reai enemy is
seme punks in three-piece suits or polo shirts and so forth.... if we think
they are the enemy or the real ones to be feared, we are going in the
wrong direction. 1t's no guestion they can be used at a later stage by a
Trump or whoever the president is, Whoever the head of the so-called
Party is.will be able to use these forces. But you know, at this stage we

need to understand who the real enemy is and we need a way to fight
back against the conditions that they are imposing on the people. We
need a fight back movement. '

We need a movement based in ordinary people, not in these people
who consider themselves some kind of vanguard element. | reject
vanguardism of this sort or any type. And | think it's necessary to build a
broader-based antifascist movernent, so that this movement can address
the needs of the people; a movement of a new type. If anyone is going to
be armed, and that time is fast approaching as well, it would be the
pecple at large, as opposed to some kind of vanguard tendency or some
hyper-macho tendency that is going out and fist fighting in the street, you
know.... anti-Nazi sucker punch or something {laughter]. We need more
than that.

Lorenzo, you use the term “Progressive Plantation” to describe

the counter-revolutionary nature of the current, white-dominated

progressive movement in North America. Why is it so important
to understand how this regime operates? Why is it so important
to expose it?

L: { use the term to demystify and delegitimatize the white Left, which is
really only concerned with its own issues. It's not concerned with kiltings
by the police, of blacks and other peoples of color, They haven't been
leading any movement about that and they haven’t really been joining any
movement around that. We tatk about mass imprisonment. The huge
numbers of black people and other peoples of color that are going into the
prison system. There has yet to be a mass movement against the targeted
imprisenment of Black people and other peoples of color. We talk about
all kinds of other attacks upon the communities, whether its conscious
deprivation of the resources needed for our communities to survive.
Poverty in other words. Austerity imposed poverty. These people don't fight
that either. They are strictly concerned with the macho attacks on each
other. Attacking a Nazi, punching him in the face. Sueker punch Haughter).
This is alt they care about. it's infantile. And | even think its ineffective
anyway. But it’s just a reflection of the weakness and the paucity of an
ideological understanding of the enemy. You know, they really are just
fixated on physical confrontation. Neither one of us is saying that this is
not important, but that it cannot be the totality of your program. You got to
be able 1o relate to oppressed people. Blacks and other peoples of color
are oppressed people. At the most, you could say the white working class



